YOU CAN’T TAKE IT BACK

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.”
(Proverbs 25:11)

Most of us at one time or another have “put our foot
in our mouth” by saying something we wish we hadn’t. One
thing is sure — you can’t take it back. Once something is said
— it is said. You can’t take it back. You may apologize as an
aftermath of inconsideration and bad taste, but what you said
won’t be forgotten. You may forget it, but the other person
won’t.

“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt,

so that you may know how you ought to answer
everyone.” (Colossians 4:6)
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ONE AT ATIME

The story is told of a businessman who was
overworked and decided to take some time off. While
vacationing on the coast, a terrible storm hit. When it died
down, he decided to take a walk down the coast, a terrible
storm hit. When it died down, he decided to take a walk down
the coast to see what damage had been done. As he walked
along the shore, he noticed thousands of starfish which had
washed upon the shore. He knew that in a few hours the sun
would come out and the starfish would dry out and die. As he
thought about the starfish, he noticed a young boy who was
throwing the starfish back one by one. The man was amazed
by the youth’s diligence and shocked by his feeble attempts
to make a difference. As he looked up the long beach, he saw
thousands of starfish. When he caught up with the young
man, he informed the boy that he could not possibly save
them all and said to the little boy, “You’ll never be able to
make a difference to the starfish population.” The boy bent
down, picked up a starfish, looked at it, then threw it back
into the safety of the ocean. The he said, “I sure made a
difference to that one.”

We cannot personally make a difference in the lives of
everyone that fills this world, but we can make a difference to
a few of them. It is interesting that when Jesus spoke of those
on His right hand on the Day of Judgment, he described them
as having made a difference in the life of one person. He said,
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto Me” (Matt. 25:40). |
sincerely believe that each of us can make a difference in the
life of someone. This is how Jesus worked — one at a time.
Sure, He preached to thousands, but He visited with families,
and helped with individuals.

Wade Webster
Bulletin Digest (June 2003)
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