Three Words That Change Everything

There are three words, that if we really believe them, will change
our perspective, our outlook, our attitude — our everything! What are they?
Well, let’s let one of the great people of faith, Abraham, tell us.

In Genesis 22, God asks Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac.
Now, consider the fact that Isaac was the son that God promised Abraham
and Sarah. He was the only one who could continue the lineage of
Abraham’s innumerable descendants, again as promised by God. And
now, Abraham was asked to kill him! Abraham’s faith in God caused him
to trust and obey (Hebrews 11:17-19).

As they neared the spot God had designated to be the sacrificial
place, Isaac asked his father, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is
the lamb for a burnt offering?” (Genesis 22:7). It is then that Abraham
gives us the phrase to always remember — the phrase that changes
everything: “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt
offering.” (Genesis 22:8). And He did! After passing the test of faith in
the motions of going through with the sacrifice, in the nick of time, God
provided a ram to be the substitute (Genesis 22:9-14).

“God will provide.” Believing and saying that reminds us that no
matter the circumstances in our lives, God is in control and will always
act on what is in our best interest at the proper time. We must, like
Abraham, trust and obey and step forward in faith knowing that “God will

provide.”
Edd Sterchi
Broadway church of Christ
Campbellsville, KY
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“WHO DO MEN SAY THAT I AM?”

When Jesus and His apostles came to the region of Caesarea
Philippi, He instigated a discussion that began with a series of thought-
provoking questions. His first question to them was, “Who do men say that I,
the Son of man, am?” (Matt 16:13). I have wondered why He asked them this
question. My initial thought is that it simply was a question to foreshadow the
next all-important, personal question: “But who do you say that I am?” (Matt
16:15). The apostles’ response to the first question included prophets like
John the Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah. While I do not believe Jesus was in
any way image driven, | believe that He did want the world to see Him
correctly as He was. His influence alone stood out to prove to people who He
claimed to be. Nicodemus said to Jesus at night, “Rabbi, we know that You
are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do,
unless God is with him” (John 3:2). Yet, the futile attempts of other Pharisees
to ruin Jesus’ influence by accusing Him publicly to be affiliated with
Beelzebub (Satan) were easily and quickly extinguished (Matt 12:22-45).
Therefore, although we likewise are not to be image-driven, we are to be
conscientious of the way others see us. Thus, ask yourself the following
question: “Who do men say that I am?” What answers would you get?

Would others say of you that you are obviously one who is not a
Christian? Do your co-workers even know that you are a Christian? Can they
see something different in your life that is different from the lives of others?
Do your neighbors see something different in you than seen in the lives of
others? Simply put, do people see Jesus in you (cf. Gal 2:20)? For example,
take your speech. When Jephthah defeated the Ephraimites, the Gileadites
seized the fords of the River Jordan to prevent the return of the conquered
Ephraimites. To determine whether one seeking to cross belonged to the tribe
of Ephraim, he was required to pronounce the word “Shibboleth.” Since they
“could not pronounce it right” (Judges 12:6), not giving the sound of the “sh”
at the beginning of the word, all who said “Sibboleth” were killed. In other
words, their speech betrayed them. When Peter was observing the atrocity
against Jesus in the high priest’s house, one said to him, “Surely you also are
one of them, for your speech betrays you” (Matt 26:73). Luke adds in the
same context, “...for he is a Galilean” (Luke 22:59). His speech proved he
was different. In your speech, do people see you as a Christian or a non-
Christian?

Would others say of you that you are a Christian who goes to church
and just sits on the pew? Do others see you being involved in the work, or do
they look upon you as a lukewarm member (cf. Rev 3:15-16)? If asked about
you, would they say that you might be faithful in attendance, but never
involve yourself with any of the activities of the congregation? Do you
quickly leave following the assembly without socializing any with your
brothers and sisters in Christ? Do people see you as an involved Christian or a
lukewarm Christian?

Would others say of you that you are a faithful Christian? Can they
easily see you “abounding in the work of the Lord” (1 Cor 15:58)? If people
were to talk about your spirituality, would they describe you as being
dependable and faithful? Would they see the “fruit of the Spirit” in your life
(Gal 5:22-23)? Could they say of your family, like “the household of
Stephanas,” that you have devoted [“addicted” KJV] yourselves “to the
ministry of the saints” (1 Cor 16:15)? Do people see you as a faithful
Christian or an unfaithful Christian? --Sam Willcut
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From the preacher’s heart...

Earlier this year, we announced that our goal for the congregation is
to “Abound in the Work of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58), with the
intention of increasing the involvement of the members at Carthage in
such. We want you to know that the members at Carthage are very
important to the growth of this congregation, and we hope that you will
join us in this endeavor.

This past Lord’s Day, we had our first monthly Lads to Leaders/
Leaderettes meeting (brief meeting), and we talked about registration for
the upcoming convention and areas of focus. We are so excited to have
the number of youth participate, and we appreciate all the adults who are
helping, planning to support them at the convention,
and are willing to volunteer as judges. We appreciate both Will Galey and
Justin Mauldin for overseeing this great new work!

Moreover, this past Lord’s Day (due to a postponement for weather),
we finally conducted our county-wide Youth Night, and although the
frigid weather was threatening not to cooperate again, we still had a very
respectable 120 to gather and assemble, which is terrific! Thanks be to
Justin Mauldin (for coordinating), Drew Stafford (for being our guest
speaker and doing a great job), and all the ladies and those who provided a
delicious meal and cleaned up thereafter. Many members were in
working-mode (as is usual), and we appreciate it very much! The next
Youth Night is scheduled for March at Montrose.

I conducted my first Questions & Answers session earlier this month (I
am going to aim for the second Sunday of each month), and | believe it
was a great success! Please continue to submit questions using the
designated box in the foyer.

This Saturday, we will be having our annual Men’s Breakfast at 8:00
AM. All men of the congregation are invited to attend. If you would like
to help out with the food, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the foyer. We hope to see you there!

This upcoming Sunday night, January 26, Melissa and | are hosting
the first Youth Devotional in our home at 6:00 PM. We are providing hot
dogs and buns (with the appropriate fixings), and we are asking families
with boys to bring a bag of chips and a 2-liter drink, and we are asking
families with girls to bring a small dessert (cookies, carton of Little
Debbie’s, etc.) and a 2-liter drink (families with both genders only need to
bring one of each). We are anticipating a great time!

The first Sunday, February 2, will be our turn to conduct the devotional
at the Nursing Home here in Carthage—»be planning to help with this at
2:00 PM.

Next month, we will be having another Valentine’s Dinner on
February 15 at 6:00 PM, open to everyone in the congregation, and hosted
by our youth group. Please RSVP your spot by signing the sheet on the
bulletin board in the foyer!

Congratulations to Scarlett Hicks (5th) and Aubrey Hicks (6th) for
making honor roll recently at Forks River School!

I love you, and may God richly bless you!
-Sam Willcut

NEWS & NOTES:

SICK: Cobie Sadler, former member at Carthage, is currently receiving
hospice care and the family has requested our prayers. Eric Haynie is in
need of prayers for his health at this time. Barbara Jenkins, Frances
Stewart, and Cheryl Hicks have been under the weather recently. Continue
to keep Scott & Jennifer Johnson, Kenneth Kidd, Hale Wright, Ruby
Fisher, Dimple Hicks, and Michelle Allen in your prayers and continue to
check in with them, especially amid the extremely cold weather.

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday,
January 25 beginning at 8:00 AM. Sunday Night Fellowship will be held
at the home of Sam & Melissa Willcut on January 26 at 6:00 PM.
Valentine’s Dinner will be hosted in the annex on Saturday, February 15
beginning at 6 PM. All in the congregation are invited to attend. A sign-up
sheet is in the foyer for an RSVP to get a count for food. Please RSVP by
January 26.

Continue to pray for the following: Joe Taylor; Helen Davis; Russell
Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Hale
Wright; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda
Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Sherrie Lawrence;
Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Brenda Boyd;
Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel and Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda
Fitts; Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver;
Sharon Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Ruby Anderson;
Todd Smith; John Jones; and Brenda Forrest. Please let Kristi know if
there is anyone that needs to be added or removed from this list.

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains
(Pavilion — Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality —
Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality — Lebanon).
MILITARY: Korrey King — USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); Jana
Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry (USMC).

ONE ANOTHER!

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug,
and Nov. The next Smith County Youth Night will be at Montrose church
of Christ on Sunday, March 2. Ladies’ Day at Red Boiling Springs church
of Christ on Sat., Feb. 1. Speakers will be Shanna Anderson & Rita
Cochrane; Reg. at 9AM, Service at 10AM, Lunch to follow. Odyssey
House Theatrical Journey hosted by the Sycamore church of Christ in
Cookeville, TN. Saturday, February 8 4-7:30 PM. You are invited on a 40-
minute walkthrough of encounters with Jesus from the Bible! Tickets are
free; free meal provided. Call (931)526-5427. Lads2Leaders Conference
April 18-20 at Opryland Hotel. Lectureship at Center Grove church of
Christ, Feb.7-9 with speaker Scott Cain. Fri. & Sat. 6 & 7 PM, Sun. 9, 10
AM, & 1 PM.

Reasons to Read the Bible Each Day
There is no way to know all the challenges, trials, triumphs, and sorrows the year
will bring. However, one thing is certain: you will have a better year if you read
the Bible each day. The following are reasons to read the Bible each day:

Read the Bible to increase your faith. “So, then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).

Read the Bible to increase in knowledge. “But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now
and forever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).

Read the Bible to be wise unto salvation. “And that from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15).

Read the Bible to know how to live right. “Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

Read the Bible because you will be blessed (truly happy) if you do.
“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand”
(Revelation 1:3).

Read the Bible that you might know truth from error. “These were more
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things
were s0” (Acts 17:11).

Read the Bible because it is commanded. “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

All of these Scriptures reveal the need to read the Bible. When making your
list of resolutions for the New Year, resolve to read the Bible each day. You
will be glad you did.

Mark Lindley
Chapman church of Christ
Ripley, MS




