
From the preacher’s heart… 
         Happy New Year! This is the first bulletin of 2025, and we are 

excited about the prospects of a new year in the growth of the 

congregation here at Carthage! You are very important to that growth, 

and we hope you are planning to join us in our endeavors 

to “abound in the work of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

      As we have been hinting for a few months now, the elders, 

deacons, and preachers have been meeting and discussing ideas as to 

how we can improve the spiritual growth of the congregation here at 

Carthage, and this Sunday, we anticipate the opportunity to announce 

this goal. Please, please prepare to be here this Sunday! 

       Moreover, as I have announced, I will be conducting my first 

Questions & Answers session this Sunday during the second worship 

assembly. I have received some excellent questions, and as I anticipate 

doing this every second Sunday of each month, I have left my Q & A 

box out in the foyer for you to submit your questions at any time. 

       This Sunday evening, we are hosting the county-wide Youth 

Night, and we are expecting a large number! We have a sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board for members to help with food, and we have 

invited Drew Stafford from the Willette congregation to be our special 

speaker. We are asking all members to be present at 5:00 PM this 

Sunday to support this wonderful endeavor, and all are invited to stay 

and fellowship afterwards. For more information, see Justin Mauldin. 

        On Sunday, January 19, we will be having our first monthly Lads 

to Leaders/Leaderettes practice after our worship assemblies. Lunch 

will be provided, and we anticipate working for just a couple of hours 

on practicing our Bible reading, memorizing scriptures, working on 

song leading skills, practicing speeches, and such like. If you would 

like to help, please see Will Galey or Justin Mauldin. 

       Our Annual Men’s Breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, January 

25, at 8:00 AM. More information will be announced the closer we get 

to this event, but we encourage all men to mark their calendars and 

plan to be with us! 

       On Sunday evening, January 26, Melissa and I will be hosting our 

first Youth Devotional in our home at 6:00 PM. We are inviting all the 

youth and their families to join us, as we will be planning to have a 

great time together! 

       Congratulations to the following students who were honored for 

the Annual Smith County 4-H Public Speaking Contest: Ainsley 

Hassler (4th Grade), Scarlett Hicks (won 1st place in 5th Grade), 

Aubrey Hicks (won 1st place in 6th Grade), and Makenna Hassler 
(won 2nd place in 8th Grade)! Way to go, girls! Congratulations to 

Eddie Linder, whose Smith County Farm Bureau agency office was 

honored recently with the Pinnacle Partnership Award during the TN 

Farm Bureau Federation’s 103rd annual convention! 

       I love you, and may God richly bless you! 

  -Sam Willcut                

NEWS & NOTES: 
SICK: Dianne Williams, wife of Charles Williams, had a fall last Thursday 

and broke a hip. Her blood pressure was very low for a while, but her vitals 

are stable now. She is to be transferred to Manchester for rehab Wednesday 

afternoon. Candace Richmond and Josie Beth Morris were both under the 

weather this past Sunday and many others have been under the weather 

recently. Prayers that everyone is better soon! 
 

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Please continue to support our 

Lads2Leaders program by reading through the New Testament. There will 

also be a practice Sunday, January 19 following services. Please see Justin 

Mauldin or Will Galey for any information on how to assist with this 

program. Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, January 25 beginning at 8:00 

AM. Sunday Night Fellowship will be held at the home of Sam & Melissa 

Willcut on January 26 at 6:00 PM. Our Directory Update is close to 

completion. See Jeremy Hassler by January 22 if you still need an updated 

picture or if you need to complete the membership forms. 
 

Continue to pray for the following: Joe Taylor; Helen Davis; Russell 

Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Hale 

Wright; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda 

Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Sherrie Lawrence; 

Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Brenda Boyd; 

Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel and Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda 

Fitts; Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; 

Sharon Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Ruby Anderson; 

Todd Smith; John Jones; and Brenda Forrest.  Please let Kristi know if 

there is anyone that needs to be added or removed from this list. 
 

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains 

(Pavilion – Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality – 

Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local-rehab).  

MILITARY: Korrey King – USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); Jana 

Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry (USMC).  
_________________________________________________________________ 

Heed the Creed    
   

The only creed we need,  

the only one indeed, 

is the one Christ decreed. 
 

So let us never impede, 

precede, or exceed  

where it does lead. 
 

And let us feed on the seed 

for which Christ did bleed. 

Let us read, heed, and proceed  

knowing we will succeed. 
 

Edd Sterchi 

Broadway church of Christ - Campbellsville, KY 

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, 

May, Aug, and Nov. Youth Night will be here this Sunday, 

January 12 at 5:00 PM with Drew Stafford speaking. There is a 

sign-up sheet for food in the foyer.  

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: Carol Woodard (1); Merissa Spivey 

(4); Kathaleen Replogle (10); Makenna Hassler (11); Johnny 

Law (17); Noah Vincent (18); Brenda Bowman (19); Mary Jo 

Hackett (20); Dimple Hicks (21); Susan Klamm (29). 
_________________________________________________________ 

Putting Jesus Back in the Box    
           The Christmas holiday has come and gone. Time to take down those 

decorations, Christmas trees, blow-up yard ornaments, and lights, 

including those religious scenes and figurines. Along with the tinsel and 

multicolored lights, the little statues of the baby Jesus will be placed in 

boxes and storage bins and stored away till next December. Folks will 

stop posting memes that say, “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” and 

“Put Christ Back in Christmas” on social media. The time of year in 

which so much attention is given to Jesus Christ has passed. Sadly, many 

people will not attend church, pray, or even mention Jesus until the 

traditional Easter holiday. They will return to their busy lifestyles full of 

work and play. It would seem that they have put Jesus in a box, only to let 

Him out on a couple of religious holidays during the year. 

      It has been said that we should be thankful that so many think about 

Christ, even if it’s for a short time. However, such traditions practiced 

only occasionally do not find favor with the Lord. Jesus said if any person 

desires to follow Him, they must deny themselves, pick up their cross and 

follow Him every day. (Luke 9:23) What a worthy goal it is to have 

Christ in the forefront of our daily activities, including bible reading, 

prayer, evangelism, benevolence and regular worship.                                                    

Jay Launius, Maud church of Christ, Maud, TX 
 _________________________________________________________  
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 

 
                             MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:      711 N. Main Street                 Deacons:  

Barry Cook                                          P.O. Box 88                                    Josh Brown 

(615-735-3194)                              Carthage, TN 37030                             (931-319-9994) 

Michael Hackett                                (615-735-0114)                                 Brian Denton 

(615- 735-7046)                (615-735-7176) Johnny Law                Tony Hackett 

(615-735-1240)                                 (615-735-9037)  

R.W. Vincent                 Steve Harper 

(615-735-0361)                (615-735-2651) 

           SCHEDULE OF SERVICES                        Jeremy Hassler 

Pulpit Minister:                   Sunday Worship             (931-335-1884) 

Sam Willcut              9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M             Chris Hicks 

(615-489-3211)                                       (615-418-6472)   

                    Bible Study             Jerry Hicks 

Youth Minister:                 Sunday Morning    10:15 A.M.                      (615-418-6637)     

Justin Mauldin          Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.                      Justin Mauldin 

(931-319-6548)                                            (931-319-6548) 

                                                                               Andy Rutherford         

Secretary:                                                                                                      (615-418-5050) 

Kristi Hassler                                                                                               Dusty Whitaker  

(615-489-5144)                                 (615-709-1086)                                             

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube 

                                   

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.                

(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)   

                                               For Transportation to Services 

615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637 

     

 

                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    

 

“…WHOSE HEART TURNS AWAY…” 
 

The book of Deuteronomy is a series of discourses from Moses to the 

second generation of Israel before they entered the Promised Land. The overriding 

principles contained therein are that which could prevent them from making the 

same mistakes as their parents in turning their hearts away from God, and they 

provide rich principles of application in increasing our involvement as New 

Testament Christians. For example, we can find the principle for guarding our 

hearts from apostasy in Deuteronomy 29:18: “So that there may not be among you 

man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the Lord our 

God, to go and serve the gods of these nations, and that there may not be among 

you a root bearing bitterness or wormwood….” 

Backsliding and apostasy always start in the heart. Whenever we let 

other things (worldliness, pleasure and such like) begin to take over the affections 

of our heart away from God and become more important in our hearts above our 

involvement to God and our spiritual needs and values, we are walking down the 

road toward backsliding and apostasy. 

Consider one who starts to slide a bit. He starts to miss worship services. 

He skips Sunday morning Bible class and Wednesday nights. Then, first thing we 

know, he starts to miss an entire Sunday here and there. Now, if we can see what is 

taking place in his heart, it is already starting to turn away—something else is 

having first place in his heart initially. It continued to grow until at last, that 

became most important, and the outcome was, he ended up as a backslider and an 

apostate. Now if we go and locate the members of Carthage today who are no 

longer committed or loyal to serving the Lord, they ensued this same way. This is 

why Solomon says, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the 

issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Subsequently, we need to fill our minds and hearts 

with spiritual things, because we cannot supply our minds with other things all the 

time without it affecting and influencing us. 

God said it involves “man or woman or family or tribe…” (Deut 29:18). 

It can affect men and women today—we can become so engaged with our 

occupations until this expends all of our time. Whenever that occurs, we are 

stepping on perilous ground. The same thing is true with whole families and 

congregations. We can engage ourselves with things that do not have to do with 

spiritual development and growth until we lose sight of what our mission is, and 

we wind up in apostasy. 

The Hebrews writer referred to Deuteronomy 29:18 in Hebrews 12:14-

17, and he illustrates the matter in reference to Esau, who was a “profane 

person”—one who lacks respect and gratitude of spiritual values. Esau thought 

more of bread and red pottage of lentils than he did anything else (cf. Genesis 

25:29-34). Whenever we get to the place where material things devour our 

thinking, we are walking down the road of Esau. 

Note what one will pursue—one will bless “…himself in his heart, 

saying, ‘I shall have peace, even though I follow the dictates of my heart…’” 

(Deuteronomy 29:19). Far too many times, when we find people turning away and 

we start to speak with them about the risk of letting material things devour their 

minds, they respond, “I am alright! I am doing just fine! I have peace—I am just as 

good as anybody else.” However, one cannot walk in the stubbornness of his heart 

and at the same time be pleasing to the Lord. Therefore, staying committed and 

involved means that we need to guard our hearts from turning away from God! 

 --Sam Willcut 

http://www.carthagechurchofchrist./

