
GETTING THROUGH LIFE ALIVE 
     Under the dark shadow cast by COVID-19 during the summer of 

2020 more American families opted for vacationing in the great 

outdoors. With camping and campers on the rise, the National Park 

Service issued guidelines for safety when encountering a bear in the 

wild. Their advice… 

          *don’t run (bears will chase you) 

          *don’t climb a tree (bears can climb too) 

          *don’t push! 

     NPS officials warned campers, “DO NOT push down a slower 

friend (even if you think the friendship has run its course)” 

(Kootenai Valley Times, Bonners Ferry, Idaho). 

     We are all pilgrims on this physical journey through life (1 Peter 

1:1). Our goal is to fully realize the eternal life Jesus promised to 

those who obey and follow Him (John 14:1-4). On this journey we 

need the support and encouragement of fellow Christians. Satan, 

however, uses any means possible to keep us from attaining those 

precious promises, even if it is getting us to turn on each other, 

“pushing each other to the bears.” 

     Isn’t it wonderful that the church of the New Testament is 

infused with love? Love for God. Love for the Son. Love for the 

Bible. Love for one another (1 John 4:21). As Christians, we need 

each other to help us get out of this life to live forever. 
(David Bragg, one of the ministers at the Northeast Church of Christ, Greensboro, 

NC, co-editor of BulletinGold) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 
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                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    
 

HOW ARE YOUR HEARING AND VISION? 
Edward L Anderson 

 Of the five human senses, sight, to many, is deemed the 

most important.  However, Helen Keller reportedly remarked, 

“When you lose your vision, you lose contact with things.  When 

you lose your hearing, you lose contact with people.”  Taste, touch, 

and smell are likewise important, but Jesus often calls upon His 

followers to “hear” and “see”! 

 First, there is the HEARING.  In His letters to the seven 

sister churches in Asia, He included in each the admonition: “He 

who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” 

(Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13; 22).  This is reminiscent to the 

command given to the people under Moses’ law:  “Hear, O 

Israel…” (Deut. 6:4).  Isaiah, a very “major” prophet, began with 

the words, “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth…” (1:2; cf. 

34:1). He urged those “far off…, and near” to “hear” 

(33:13).  Israel’s demise was obviously caused by a “hearing 

problem”:  “When I called, you did not answer; when I spoke, 

you did not hear; and did evil before my eyes and did choose 

that wherein I did not delight” (Isa. 65:12).  We must hear 

God’s word, believe it, and obey it (Rom. 10:17; Acts 4:4; 

Matt. 7:21).  How is your hearing?   

 Second, there is the VISION, the SEEING.  A wise 

man wrote:  “Where there is no vision, the people perish; but 

he that keeps the law, happy is he” (Prov. 29:18, KJV).  The 

word for “vision” is translated “revelation” in the New King 

James.  God has revealed His will and law for mankind and 

the righteous will always be those who look into His 

revelation of truth and walk therein (Psalm 1:1-2; James 

1:25).  We need to open our eyes and see the teeming masses 

without Christ.  The world’s population is almost eight 

billion! Indeed, the “field” is ripe for harvest! (See John 4:34-

38, esp. 35).  It is impossible to see opportunity with closed 

eyes or hear it knock with closed ears! (See Gal. 6:10).  

During His ministry Jesus described the descendants 

of those of Isaiah’s time as fulfilling his prophecy: “Hearing 

you will not hear and shall not understand and seeing you will 

see and not perceive; For the hearts of this people have grown 

dull.  Their ears are hard of hearing, and their eyes they have 

closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their 

ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so 

that I should heal them” (Matt. 13:14-15).  Hopefully, we will 

not allow these words to describe us.   
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FROM THE PREACHER’S HEART: 

 
TIME REMINDER:  We are to “Fall Back” to Central 

Standard Time (CST), this weekend.  Remember to set your clock 

“back” one hour before retiring Saturday night. 

WELCOME VISITORS:  We are honored by your 

presence. More importantly, God is pleased.  We trust you will be 

blessed.  Please search the Scriptures with us.  If you desire to study 

further by Bible Correspondence course or home studies, please let 

us know, and, by all means, come again!  

GOSPEL MEETING:  Our meeting is now history.  Only 

eternity will reveal the good accomplished.  We were blessed with 

visitors from the community and sister churches.  We are grateful to 

brother David Lipe for the powerful and loving messages presented.  

Sinners and saints were challenged to become and grow into what 

God wants us to be. Positive comments have been received from 

those attending and from on-line viewers.  It was a pleasure to have 

David and Linda with us.  The singing was excellent.  Thanks to 

Johnny Law for leading us in praise to God.  To those who attended 

faithfully, greeted guests, knocked on doors, handed out invitation 

cards, made calls, etc. – you made a difference!  To those who 

demonstrated hospitality in preparing and serving food, as well as 

setting up and cleaning up before and after, your humility and 

devotion are apparent.  The followship was uplifting and 

encouraging.  To God be the glory! 

DIRECTORY UPDATE:  We have several updates now 

available for our pictorial directory.  The new pages, complete with 

pictures and personal information, are now available in the front 

foyer.  If you have a directory, please up a packet.  The info 

provided assists us in communicating with one another.  Our 

appreciation is expressed to Jeremy and Kristi Hassler for their 

work in putting these together. 

TCC SUPPORT DAY:  The Annual Support Day for 

Taylor Christian Camp will be this Saturday (11/6/21), evening at 

6:30 in the annex.  A free BBQ dinner will be served.  Guy 

Holliman will be the MC and Andy Rutherford will be speaking.  

TCC in the location for Jackson Smith County Youth Camp along 

with several other summer Bible camps hosted by area 

congregations of churches of Christ. 

TRUNK or TREAT:  Thanks to the numerous families 

who participated and helped set up, take down, and clean up.  

Several used their vehicles to distribute treats to our own and other 

children who came to our parking lot.  We were able to meet and 

greet people from the area and invite them to our services. 

Hope to see you Sunday morning!                  ELA    

NEWS & NOTES: 

 

SICK:  Ciera Hafner has been in Vanderbilt (Lebanon and 

Nashville), due to blood clots.  Elaine Wright was unable to be with 

us Sunday.  Betty Law, Johnny’s mother, returned home Tuesday 

after rehab.  Jerry and  Mary Phillips continue to deal with health 

issues and need our prayers. Barbara Jenkins is improved after a 

recent fall.  Barry Cook is back with us after a bout with flu and 

sinus.  Carolyn Harris was unable to be with us Sunday and was to 

see her doctor this week.  Patricia Brooks needs our prayers.  Lola 

King and Faye Maberry were with us Sunday.  Susan Law (knee) is 

doing remarkably well and back for all services.  Janice Hicks did 

not receive a good report from recent tests, but she continues to be 

positive.  Prayers requested for Wayne Hall (stroke), cousin to 

Edward Anderson. Remember Wanda Fisher’s mother, Brenda 

Forrest, and her sister, Bea Davis  in prayer.  Please pray for Ruby 

Anderson, Edward and Barbara’s sister-in-law.  Prayers are 

requested for Cornell (Covid) and Nichole Coats of Knoxville. 

Cornell is a student at SEIBS.    
 

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lovell 

Chaffin; Wilma Richardson; Judith Newberry; Mary Lou Smith; 

Frances Glosser; Ricky Branham; (SCHR); Loneta Bains 

(Pavilion);  Pat Paysinger (Shut-in).  
 

IN THE MILITARY: Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter 

(Army); Randy Carter’s sons and Lacey Crockett’s brothers, Derek 

(Army) & Landon Carter (Coast Guard); PFC Samuel Burton 

(USMC), Darlene Fariss’ grandson; Benjamin Gentry (USMC). 
 

THANK YOU:  The church has received and read a recent “Thank 

You” note from the Burford Birchett family.  
 

SYMPATHY: To the following:  The family of  Richard Wright 

(cousin of Hale Wright); the family of Stanley Hawkins (cousin of 

Jerry and Michael Hicks). 
 

PRAYER LIST:  (We are updating the prayer list.  Please inform 

us of those requesting prayers and we will announce during 

services.) 
   

EVENTS CALENDAR: Smith County Health Care/Rehab 

Center Devotional: First Sundays of February, May, August, 

November (as permitted by covid regulations), 2:00 PM; Fifth 

Sunday Pavilion Devotional (To be resumed when permitted).  

Coffee/Fellowship: First and third Thursdays, 6:30-8:00 AM in 

annex.  

AREA EVENTS:  Creation vs Evolution Seminar: Livingston 

church of Christ, November 5-7, with Kyle Butt (Flyer posted);  

Ladies’ Day:  Findlay church of Christ (Sparta), November 13, 8:00 

A.M. – 12:30 P.M. with Jane Washington; Taylor Christian Camp 

Support Day: Saturday, November 6, 6:30 PM in our annex. 

 

VISITATION/GREETING PROGRAM: Josh Brown has a list of 

newcomers and shut-ins.  If you wish to help with new assignments 

with welcomes and calls, please contact him.  Making a visit can 

make a big difference in the life of another and our own! See 

Matthew 25:25:31-46 and  James 1:27. 

 

ELDERS.DEACONS/PREACHERS:  The next monthly meeting 

will be Sunday, November 14 at 4:30 PM.  

_________________________________________ 

 

HE SIMPLY DID NOTHING AT ALL 
 

He made no mistakes, took no wrong road, 

He never fumbled the ball; 

He never went down ’neath the weight of the load; 

He simply did nothing at all. 

 

He lost no hard fight in defense of the right, 

Never bled with his back to the wall; 

He never felt faint in his climb to the light; 

He simply did nothing at all. 

 

Oh, God will pardon a blunder, my friend, 

And regard with pity a fall; 

But the one big well that surely means hell 

Is to simply do…..NOTHING AT ALL! 
 

(Author unknown; via Wesconnett bulletin) 

 

Remember the five foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1-13); 

the one talent servant (Matt. 25:14-30); and the priest 

and the Levite (Luke 10:25-37). 
 
“The Lord is my Shepherd…”  Is the Lord your Shepherd????????? 
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