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Elders & Deacons

T Timothy 3
Across

3. A bishop must be ___.
5.A8n elder must rule his own __ well.
&. The church of the  God.

Down

1.Thisisa __ saying.

2_"But let these also first be  :”

4. Deacons who serve well obtain
agood ____

i Bulletin Digest

ASK A FRIEND TO ATTEND

Volume 27 February 19, 2025 Number 4
CHURCH OF CHRIST Non-Profit Organization
711 N. Main Street U.S. Postage

P.O. Box 88 PAID
Carthage, TN 37030 Carthage, TN 37030
RETURN SERVICE Permit No. 12

REQUESTED

SMITH COUNTY
-2 S W

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. ”(Matthew 5:16)

Elders:

Barry Cook
(615-735-3194)
Michael Hackett
(615- 735-7046)
Johnny Law
(615-735-1240)
R.W. Vincent
(615-735-0361)

Pulpit Minister:
Sam Willcut

(615-489-3211)

Youth Minister:
Justin Mauldin
(931-319-6548)

Secretary:
Kristi Hassler

(615-489-5144)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

711 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 88
Carthage, TN 37030
(615-735-0114)

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday Worship
9:00 AM. & 11:00 AM

Bible Study
Sunday Morning 10:15 A.M.

Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net
Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net

Deacons:

Josh Brown
(931-319-9994)
Brian Denton
(615-735-7176)
Tony Hackett
(615-735-9037)
Steve Harper
(615-735-2651)
Jeremy Hassler
(931-335-1884)
Chris Hicks
(615-418-6472)
Jerry Hicks
(615-418-6637)
Justin Mauldin
(931-319-6548)
Andy Rutherford
(615-418-5050)
Dusty Whitaker
(615-709-1086)

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.
(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)

For Transportation to Services
615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637

“VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”

DO YOU KNOW OUR ELDERS?

God has blessed us with four elders serving this congregation. It is true that
many may know them from a personal standpoint. However, does everyone know
them from a scriptural standpoint? Let us see where our study of them will lead as
far as our knowledge of who they are is concerned.

We begin by noting that our elders are pastors. The term “pastor” is not
a proper title for the evangelist, preacher, or minister. Nevertheless, the Protestant
world has commonly abused this term to create much confusion. Paul refers to this
office in Ephesians 4:11: “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers....”

Speaking of the role of teaching, our elders are teachers. This is true,
because one of the qualifications for this office is to be “able to teach” (1 Tim
3:2; cf. Titus 1:9-11).

Now, getting back to the fact that elders are pastors, the word “pastors” is
the Greek word poimenas, which means “shepherds.” Therefore, our elders are
shepherds. This makes sense because Peter addresses fellow elders as shepherds
in the fifth chapter of his first epistle:

The elders who are among you | exhort, I who am a_fellow elder...
Shepherd the flock of God, which is among you, serving as overseers, not by
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away [1
Peter 5:1-4].

Note the references of elders in their role to the church as a “flock, ”
further emphasizing their role as a shepherd. He closes this particular section of
scripture by pointing out that they are shepherds serving under “the Chief
Shepherd,” a reference to Jesus Christ. This makes sense because Jesus referred to
Himself by once stating, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11, 14). In addition,
Peter’s use of the word “shepherd” in | Peter 5:2 is the verb form (poimanate) of
the same word translated “pastor,” which is why the NKJV translates | Peter 5:2:
“Shepherd the flock of God.” Of course, shepherds feed (1 Pet 5:2, KJV), “tend”
(1 Pet 5:2, ASV), and protect their flock [Note also: Peter’s use of the actual term
“elder” is from the Greek word presbuteros, referring to one who is older. Hence,
our elders are presbyters, primarily referring again to ones who are older and
wiser].

Getting back to elders being shepherds, this is also why Paul addresses the
elders at Ephesus by stating, “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God, which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). Again,
notice the references to shepherding—the same Greek verb in | Peter 5:2. Note
also in this passage that Paul refers to them as “overseers” in this role. Therefore,
our elders are overseers. This makes sense because the Hebrew writer states they
watch over our souls (Heb 13:7, 17). However, our observance of Peter’s scripture
shows regulations concerning such (1 Pet 5:2-4).

The word Paul uses for “overseers” is the Greek word episkopos. It is
translated in various passages as “bishops” (Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter
2:25). Therefore, our elders are bishops. Again, we find another instance of
abuse where this time the Catholic Church has mistreated the scriptural term for
elders.

Therefore, our elders are pastors, teachers, shepherds, presbyters,
overseers, and bishops. According to God, all of these terms signify the same
qualified role of service and responsibility in the church. Let us all appreciate
them and their families for their important role and responsibility to God.

--Sam Willcut
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From the preacher’s heart...

In many respects, the year 2025 is starting out great! We finished
studying the book of Ephesians, and we just began this last Sunday a
study of the book of Hebrews, which works well considering the fact that
we are trying to increase the involvement of the church at Carthage. As
we are close to completing the second month of the year, we are slowly
unveiling opportunities to be able to increase such (even more to come in
the near future, to which | will mention momentarily).

This will be my last appeal in the bulletin for our new Barnabas
teams, as we will be trying to implement them next month. If you are
interested in encouraging one another and getting to know people better,
utilizing hospitality as the catalyst for doing so, then please sign the sheet
on the bulletin board in the foyer. If you have any questions, see me or
Steve Harper.

With permission from our elders, | am excited to announce (as a
result of my survey | took recently) that we will begin a mid-week
morning Bible class here at Carthage. We plan to begin this class on
Wednesday morning, March 19, 2025, and it will meet from 10:30 AM—
11:30 AM each Wednesday morning during the calendar school year. We
have ordered class books for this class, and more will be stated as we
draw nearer. If you are available on Wednesday mornings, please plan to
be with us!

I cannot say enough great things about our recent Valentine’s
Dinner! We thank Josh & Becca Brown for their oversight, as well as all
who worked with them to produce a quite enjoyable period of fellowship.
The meal was delicious, and the service by the children was impeccable.
We are so proud of Ainsley, John Dallas, and Makenna Hassler, Aubrey,
Emma, and Scarlett Hicks, Oakley & Willow Lawrence (from
Gordonsville), Jacob & Jonah Mauldin, Jacie, Josie, and Julianna Morris,
Davey & Maizy Rutherford, Christina Stout, and Dayne & Taylor Swann.

This Sunday, Justin and Sarah Mauldin will be hosting this
month’s Youth Fellowship in their home at 5:00 PM.

As a congregation, we were privileged to be able to support
various area congregational activities, including the Friday Night Singing
at Rome (we had 9), to the Gospel Meeting at Center Grove in Gainesboro
(we had 2). This weekend, we have the opportunity to support our
brethren at Rome with their gospel meeting, and on March 2, we will have
the opportunity to support our brethren at Montrose with the Smith
County Youth Night. Other events will be coming in the near future.

In addition to all of the sick in our bulletin for whom we should
pray, let us also remember Donnie Herd, who informed us recently that he
was diagnosed with bladder cancer. RW Vincent and | had prayer with
him earlier this week, wherein he had beforehand confessed his sins, so he
was restored to the fellowship of the church.

As of the time that | am writing this, we are expecting some
inclement weather tonight/early tomorrow, so | hope and pray that it will
not impact our assemblies too bad this week. I look forward to seeing you
all soon. I love you, and may God richly bless you!

-Sam Willcut

NEWS & NOTES:

SICK: Barry Cohoon’s father is in the hospital in Kentucky. Barry is
currently staying with him to help. Carolyn Harris remains in RRMC,
room 128. Mary Jo Hackett is in VVanderbilt recovering from back surgery
that took place last Wednesday. Also, keep her brother, Donnie Herd, in
your prayers as he was recently diagnosed with cancer. Faye Maberry is
now at home after spending some time in Vanderbilt for cancer treatments.
Emily Bush is in Vanderbilt, room 6603, after suffering from several
strokes that have caused other complications with breathing. Prayers are
requested for her and her parents, David & Tammy Bush. Allen & Alexis
White, former members here, recently welcomed their second daughter,
Charlotte Ruth. Baby Charlotte is in the NICU at Vanderbilt Children’s
Hospital. She had heart surgery on Monday, and it all went well. Continue
to keep this family in your prayers.

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Fellowship Meal will be Sunday,
February 23 after services. CYC - Several families in the congregation
will be attending Challenge Youth Conference in Pigeon Forge Feb. 21-
23. Please pray for safe travels. Youth Fellowship will be at the Mauldin’s
home Sunday, February 23 at 5PM. Youth Night at Montrose church of
Christ will be Sunday, March 2 at 5PM. Barnabus Teams We are
planning to start a program in the congregation focused on encouragement.
See Sam Willcut for more information. Supply Drive for the local
Emmanuel House. Please bring 13- and 30-gallon trash bags, laundry
detergent, and bleach by Sunday, March 16. We will be doing a monthly
collection of supplies for these ladies. (From March-April we will be
collecting for Tennessee Children’s Home.)

Continue to pray for the following: Danny Clere; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross;
Joe Taylor; Helen Davis; Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol
Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Hale Wright; Whitney & Iris O’Halek; Louise Eldridge;
Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King;
Jerry Martin; Emogene Long; Patty Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd;
Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Brenda Boyd; Linda & Blythe Myers;
Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; Jerry & Mary Phillips;
Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Bobby Cross; Sharon Halliburton;
Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Ruby Anderson; Todd Smith; John Jones; and
Brenda Forrest. Please let Kristi know if there is anyone that needs to be added
or removed from this list.

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains (Pavilion
— Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality — Lebanon); Dimple
Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality — Lebanon).

MILITARY: Korrey King — USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); Jana
Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry (USMC).
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Check on your wvmeighbor!

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug,
and Nov. Gospel Meeting at Rome church of Christ Feb. 21-23 with
speaker Don Blackwell. Fri. & Sat. 7:30PM, Sun. 9&10 AM and 4PM.
Ladies’ Day at Willette church of Christ Saturday, March 12, 8:30AM-
12PM. Speaker: Amanda Scoggins. Gospel Meeting at Willette church of
Christ April 6-9, Sun. 9AM,10AM, & 5PM; M-W 7PM. Speaker: Glenn
Colley. Lads2Leaders Conference April 18-20 at Opryland Hotel.

Commands from Christ Are Not Optional

I recently read a Bible Q&A article written by a denominational
preacher. In it he was asked, “Can you go to heaven if you ‘trust’ Jesus as
your Lord and Savior, but you are not yet baptized?” He began his answer by
saying: “Yes. Baptism has nothing to do with salvation.” Later in the answer
he stated: “Baptism is an ordinance instituted by Christ until the ‘end of the
age’...Clearly this command was not only for the apostles who heard it but
for His followers throughout the entire age.” Finally, he concluded with:
“One is saved without, apart from and before baptism. Those who are saved
should desire baptism as a public profession of faith, but please realize that it
is not necessary for salvation. If a person believes in Jesus as Lord and is
never baptized, they will still be saved.”

I would like to analyze how this person answered this most sincere and
important question about baptism and see if it really “holds water.” I think it
is very interesting that he admits that baptism is a command from Christ and
then declares that it does not have to be followed for salvation. Imagine that
— the command from Jesus Christ to be baptized is optional (or so he said)!
Given this logic, | wonder what other commands from Christ would be
optional? I guess all that is not in line with man’s teachings!

All facetiousness aside, listen to what Jesus Himself said concerning
what our attitude should be toward every command He gives:

* John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”’

* John 14:21, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who
loves Me.”

*John 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love”
* John 15:14, “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.”

Note that there is no room in these verses for options, opinions, or
omissions. That’s because Jesus is the One with all authority in heaven and
on earth (Matt. 28:18). Whatever He has commanded, we’d better do. And
Jesus commanded baptism as necessary for salvation (Mark 16:16) and
declared it to be the process of how people become His disciples (Matt.
28:19). The apostles went about baptizing “in the name of”” Jesus Christ (i.e.
in the manner and for the purpose He authorized, see Acts 2:38; 10:48). They
knew something we should never forget: If it’s a command from Christ, it’s
not an option.

Edd Sterchi
Broadway Church of Christ
Campbellsville, KY




