
From the preacher’s heart… 

 
     We hope that you are excited about our goal for the congregation to 

“Abound in the Work of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58), with the 

intention of increasing the involvement of the members at Carthage. 

As the new year unfolds (we are already in her second month!), we are 

slowly unveiling opportunities to be able to increase such (even more 

to come soon). 

     One such opportunity is the announcement this past Sunday of a 

Barnabas program. This new program within the congregation seeks to 

increase opportunities of encouraging one another and getting to know 

people better, utilizing hospitality as the catalyst for doing so. If you 

would like to participate, please sign the sheet on the bulletin board, 

and if you have any questions, see me or Steve Harper. 

     This next Lord’s Day, we will have our monthly Lads to Leaders/ 

Leaderettes meeting, as we will provide an opportunity for our youth 

to practice such things as reading scripture, lead singing, and practice 

their speeches. Lunch will be provided! We still need adults to serve as 

judges at the National Convention, so please see either Will Galey or 

Justin Mauldin to help or gain more information. 

     My next Questions & Answers session will also be this next Lord’s 

Day. If you have any Bible questions that you would like an answer, 

please continue to submit them using the designated box in the foyer. 

     We recently enjoyed a marvelous Men’s Breakfast a few weekends 

ago, with great participation and high numbers, even if one of our 

elders completely forgot (ask Barry Cook about that!). We appreciate 

all who came and contributed. 

     Melissa and I really enjoyed hosting the first Sunday Night Youth 

Fellowship last month (we had a wonderfully full house!), and Justin 

and Sarah Mauldin will be hosting this month’s opportunity on Sunday 

night, February 23. 

     While we were unable to conduct the quarterly devotional at the 

Nursing Home here in Carthage due to an outbreak in the flu (continue 

to pray for Dimple Hicks!), we are proud of the fact that we had so 

many show up and were ready to participate—way to go, members!!! 

Thank you for rising to the challenge and being willing to help! 

     Finally, our Valentine’s Dinner is coming up soon—February 15 at 

6:00 PM. We are really looking forward to this wonderful 

congregational activity! 

     Congratulations to Dayne Swann (5th) for making Principal’s List 

recently at DES! Congratulations to Jonah Mauldin (4th) for making 

Principal’s List recently at UHS! Congratulations to Aubrey & Scarlett 

Hicks for making 4th place (Varsity) and 3rd place (JV) at the Smith 

County Tournament in Elementary Basketball with FRS! 

     I love you, and may God richly bless you! 

 

  -Sam Willcut                

NEWS & NOTES: 
SICK: Carolyn Harris is in RRMC, room 128 after suffering a fall on 

Sunday. John Dallas Hassler tested positive for Covid earlier this week. 

Dimple Hicks, along with several others at the local nursing home, have 

been diagnosed with the flu. Andy Rutherford was admitted to CRMC 

Saturday for A-fib. He was able to go home Sunday evening. Bobby Cross, 

father to David Cross, is currently recovering from hip surgery. 
 

SYMPATHY: Our sympathy is extended to Scott Johnson and family in 

the recent passing of his uncle, Robert Lee Johnson. His funeral services 

will be at Hunter Funeral Home in Watertown at 1:00 PM Saturday, 

February 8. 
 

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Valentine’s Dinner will be hosted in the 

annex on Saturday, February 15 beginning at 6 PM. All in the congregation 

are invited to attend. Food & Supply Drive for Tennessee Children’s 

Home will be going on until April 22. There is a list of items needed posted 

in the foyer. Barnabus Teams We are planning to start a program in the 

congregation focused on encouragement. See Sam Willcut for more 

information.  
 

Continue to pray for the following: Danny Clere; Gage Coldwater; 

Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor; Helen Davis; Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; 

James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Hale Wright; Louise 

Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye 

Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; 

Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Brenda Boyd; Linda & Blythe 

Myers; Mikel and Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; Jerry & 

Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Sharon 

Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Ruby Anderson; Todd 

Smith; John Jones; and Brenda Forrest.  Please let Kristi know if there is 

anyone that needs to be added or removed from this list. 
 

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains 

(Pavilion – Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality – 

Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality – Lebanon).  

MILITARY: Korrey King – USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); Jana 

Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry (USMC).  
_________________________________________________________________

 

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug, 

and Nov. Singing This Friday, February 7 at Rome church of Christ. Meal 

begins at 6PM with singing at 7PM. The next Smith County Youth Night 

will be at Montrose church of Christ on Sunday, March 2. Lectureship at 

Center Grove church of Christ, Feb.7-9 with speaker Scott Cain. Fri. & Sat. 

6 & 7 PM, Sun. 9, 10 AM, & 1 PM. Odyssey House Theatrical Journey 

hosted by the Sycamore church of Christ in Cookeville, TN. Saturday, 

February 8 4-7:30 PM. You are invited on a 40-minute walkthrough of 

encounters with Jesus from the Bible! Tickets are free; free meal provided.  

Call (931)526-5427. Singing at Findlay church of Christ in Sparta will be 

Friday, February 14 at 7PM. Ladies’ Day at Willette church of Christ 

Saturday, March 12, 8:30AM-12PM. Speaker: Amanda Scoggins. Gospel 

Meeting at Willette church of Christ April 6-9, Sun. 9AM,10AM, & 5PM; 

M-W 7PM. Speaker: Glenn Colley. Lads2Leaders Conference April 18-

20 at Opryland Hotel.  
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES: Peggy Denton,(5); 

Amanda Hicks, Kim Bray (7); Steve Harper (8); Emery Lee Dodson (10) 

Bobby King (11); Haven Brown (15); Linda Cook; Ainsley Washer (19). 

Alex & Candace Richmond (2/19/1974) and David & Tina Stout 

(2/19/2011). 
_____________________________________________________ 

 

Why Your Family Needs to Be in Worship 
    

      It is important for families to worship together. The God who 

created us and ordained marriage and the family knew the importance 

of families worshiping together. To a woman who had miserably 

failed in her family life, Jesus said, “But the hour cometh, and now is, 

when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: 

for the Father seeketh such to worship Him” (John 4:25). 

      The Father does not need our worship to be a better being or a 

better Father. One cannot improve on perfection, but the Father knew 

the need for each of us to worship. The adage, “A family that prays 

together stays together,” is true. One just does not normally find those 

in the divorce courts who are truly committed and serving God. 

      Families should worship for three major reasons: (1) God 

commanded it (Heb. 10:25); (2) for the influence that we exert on one 

another; and (3) it will enhance our spiritual life (Rom. 12:1,2). No 

family can be completely balanced when there is a major spoke left 

out of their wheel. Families are to grow physically, intellectually, 

socially, and spiritually. The family that does not worship is missing 

at least a quarter of this designed growth. 

     What is a major blessing each can offer their family? Here is a 

simple, yet life-changing answer: Begin this week to worship God! 

     We hope to see you and your family at every worship service this 

year! 

Jerry Jenkins 
Harrisburg Church of Christ 

Harrisburg, IL 
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 

 
                             MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:      711 N. Main Street                 Deacons:  

Barry Cook                                          P.O. Box 88                                    Josh Brown 

(615-735-3194)                              Carthage, TN 37030                             (931-319-9994) 

Michael Hackett                                (615-735-0114)                                 Brian Denton 

(615- 735-7046)                (615-735-7176) Johnny Law                Tony Hackett 

(615-735-1240)                                 (615-735-9037)  

R.W. Vincent                 Steve Harper 

(615-735-0361)                (615-735-2651) 

           SCHEDULE OF SERVICES                        Jeremy Hassler 

Pulpit Minister:                   Sunday Worship             (931-335-1884) 

Sam Willcut              9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M             Chris Hicks 

(615-489-3211)                                       (615-418-6472)   

                    Bible Study             Jerry Hicks 

Youth Minister:                 Sunday Morning    10:15 A.M.                      (615-418-6637)     

Justin Mauldin          Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.                      Justin Mauldin 

(931-319-6548)                                            (931-319-6548) 

                                                                               Andy Rutherford         

Secretary:                                                                                                      (615-418-5050) 

Kristi Hassler                                                                                               Dusty Whitaker  

(615-489-5144)                                 (615-709-1086)                                             

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube 

                                   

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.                

(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)   

                                               For Transportation to Services 

615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637 

     

 

                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    

WHERE IS THIS WORLD HEADING? 
 

Several things of note have taken place recently that only symbolize 

the deterioration of the morals in our world. These examples are in many ways 

simply a reflection of this world. 

First, I am not particularly a fan of the Grammys, but social media is 

all abuzz about what happened beforehand on the red carpet when Kanye 

West and his wife, Bianca Censori arrived last Sunday. While having 

proclaimed earlier, “Serving God in everything that I can do is my job” as he 

made news a few years ago with his album “Jesus is King,” he is now making 

news of a completely different kind by stepping out with his wife dressed in 

an entirely see-through dress 

[even the blurred images are much too revealing]. Why would they do so? He 

later wrote, “My wife is the most Googled person on the planet called Earth.” 

One Hollywood public relations expert commented, “His strategy is that all 

press is good press, and there’s no such thing as bad publicity.” What may be 

even more shocking is that Grammy officials did not receive a single 

complaint, and there will be no repercussions for their actions. By contrast, 

this stunt may cost Kanye West a $20 million concert deal in Japan, as they 

are “extremely upset” over this matter. So, investors in a nation that is less 

than 1% Christian are upset by a public display of nudity, while viewers in a 

nation where 66% identify as Christians are not!?!? Have we forgotten what 

the Bible says about sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-

20; Ephesians 5:3-5; Colossians 3:5-9)? Where is this world heading? 

Moreover, it has not been too far removed that Bishop Mariann 

Edgar Budde, bishop of the Diocese of Washington of the Episcopal Church, 

made a direct appeal during her sermon at the Presidential Inaugural Prayer 

Service to have mercy on those who are gay, lesbian, transgender, as well as 

addressing the issues of immigration and deportation. However, she has long 

been a strong critic of our current president, and he retorted afterwards. While 

we are certainly to be influentially graceful to everyone, we are also seeing a 

quite liberal shift in morals and ethics, especially in denominations like the 

Episcopal Church, and it serves as a reflection on the morality of our current 

world. While the subject of illegal immigration is a bit complex through the 

lens of scripture, the subject of homosexuality is not. God made humanity 

“male and female” (Genesis 1:27), and He consecrated marriage between one 

man and one woman (Genesis 2:18-25; Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-

19). Where is this world heading? 

Certainly, these situations are not new; they happen every day in 

other forms and in other realms. However, they continually call concern to the 

immorality that is only increasing in our world, and consequently, our need to 

rise above and set proper examples by living moral and godly lives free from 

such filth. It is a great understatement to say that most television and other 

forms of media are barraging us with all forms of lasciviousness, lust, 

fornication, adultery, and the prevalence and normalcy of homosexuality. It 

seems that we cannot escape it. Yet, God says, “Marriage is honorable in all, 

and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” 

(Hebrews 13:4). That settles it—end of story! Where is this world heading? 

Because the world and its immorality are slowly desensitizing our 

consciences, a time must come when we need to stand up as a united front and 

say, “Enough is enough!” When will that time come? Why not now? 

                                                                                              --Sam Willcut 

http://www.carthagechurchofchrist./

