
From the preacher’s heart…       
     

     Wow, what a terrific beginning to this month, and what wonderful 

things have not only transpired recently, but also lie ahead! We have 

rejoiced in the baptisms of David & Amanda Cross, and for the recent 

restoration of Eric Haynie. We had a magnificent assembly this past 

Lord’s Day, and a large group of us afterwards went to support the 

Smith County Playhouse in their production of “The Sound of Music.” 

Congratulations to Makenna Hassler, Harper and Mallie Kate 

Whitaker for their wonderful performances in such, to Noah Vincent in 

his excellent work backstage, and to Jeremy Hassler in his extensive 

work of directing the live band that played. You all did great! 

        By the time you receive this bulletin, a group of us will have 

already gone to spend the day supporting the 89th Annual Lectureship 

at FHU. We took the church van and had a splendid and rewarding 

day! 

         Moreover, today was the first day to have had our new mid-week 

morning Bible class that takes place from 10:30 AM—11:30 AM (each 

Wednesday following the school calendar). We are beginning a study 

on the book of Genesis—see Sam if you would like to receive a class 

book; we would love for you to join us! 

        We are looking forward to our first fish-fry of the new year, which 

will take place this Saturday, March 22. We will begin eating at 4:00 

PM. Please come and bring a guest! 

 With the annual convention looming next month, our Lads to 

Leaders/Leaderettes will have another meeting this Sunday for their 

practice, with lunch provided. Please plan to stay for just a little while 

after worship. 

         Andy & Hannah Rutherford are hosting the next Youth 

Fellowship in their home this Sunday evening, March 23, at 5:00 PM. 

All youth and their families are encouraged to join this. 

        There are some area events that are on our radar so that we may 

support them, including Montrose’s Annual Singing on Friday night, 

March 28 (supper is at 5:00 PM; singing will begin at 7:00 PM), along 

with several gospel meetings. 

       Congratulations to Dayne Swann for being featured in a recent 

edition of The Carthage Courier with his 5th grade class at DES for 

their accomplishments in Mrs. Jessica West’s social studies class! 

Congratulations to Mallie Kate Whitaker for also being featured in our 

local newspaper for being in Smith County Playhouse’s presentation of 
“The Sound of Music.” 

        Next week is Spring Break for Smith County, so big 

congratulations to our devoted teachers on getting a much-deserved 

break, and we will be praying for all those who may be traveling next 

week. Enjoy your time off! 

       May God bless us all, and I love you! 

                            -Sam Willcut                

NEWS & NOTES: 
SICK: Barbara Jenkins had cataract surgery last week and is continuing to 

recover. Mary Jo Hackett is now at home from the rehabilitation facility 

following her back surgery last month. Prayers were requested for Matt 

Williams, a state trooper from Milan, TN. He was involved in an accident 

while on duty Thursday afternoon and has been in Vanderbilt Hospital. 

Matt and his family are members of the Main St. church of Christ in Milan. 
 

SYMPATHY: Our sympathy is extended to the family of Sister Ruby 

Fisher who passed on to her reward earlier this morning. Today, March 19, 

was her 93rd birthday. Please keep all of her family in your prayers. 

Arrangements will be announced once they are available. 

 

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Fish Fry will be this Saturday afternoon, 

March 22. We will begin eating at 4PM. Please bring desserts and sides. 

Lads2Leaders Practice Sunday, March 23 after services. Lunch will be 

provided. Youth Night will be hosted at the Rutherford’s home at 5PM 

March 23. Supply Drive for the local Emmanuel House was a success. We 

will focus our collection of supplies for Tennessee Children’s Home. 

Please place supplies in the annex by Sunday, April 20. They will be 

coming to collect these on April 22. There is an extensive list of needed 

items on the bulletin board in the foyer. 
 

Continue to pray for the following: Sarah Tripp; Randy Risher; Danny Clere; 

Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor; Helen Davis; Russell 

Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Hale 

Wright; Whitney & Iris O’Halek; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara 

Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; 

Emogene Long; Patty Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa 

Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Donnie Herd; Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd; 

Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; 

Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Sharon 

Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Ruby Anderson; Todd Smith; 

John Jones; and Brenda Forrest.  Please let Kristi know if there is anyone 

that needs to be added or removed from this list. 

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains 

(Pavilion – Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality – 

Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality – Lebanon).  

MILITARY: Korrey King – USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); Jana 

Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry (USMC).  
 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, 

Aug, and Nov. Gospel Meeting at Willow Ave. church of Christ in 

Cookeville March 23-26, Sun. 9, 10:15AM & 12:30 PM, M-W 7PM. 

Speaker: Jack Honeycutt. Singing at Montrose church of Christ 

Friday, March 28. Dinner at 5PM, Singing at 7PM. Ladies’ Day at 

Highland Heights church of Christ Saturday March 29 at 9:30 AM. 

Speaker: Jill Jackson of Benton, KY. Singing Fifth Sunday 

Singing at Watertown church of Christ March 30. Singing at 6 PM, 

dinner to follow. Gospel Meeting at Willette church of Christ April 

6-9, Sun. 9AM,10AM, & 5PM; M-W 7PM. Speaker: Glenn Colley. 

Lads2Leaders Conference April 18-20 at Opryland Hotel. VBS will 

be June 2-6 here at Carthage. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



One Step at a Time 
 

One of the most vivid images in the Bible is what we read of in Psalm 

119:105: “Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” This 

presents a powerful picture, especially in the context of those who lived in 

biblical times. 

 

In the times of the Psalmist, there were no powerful flashlights. The 

traveler carried a small oil lamp, whose flax wick gave off only a little 

light. There was enough to see by, but not enough to see very far down the 

path. There was basically just enough to take the next step or two without 

stumbling or falling. 

 

What an appropriate reminder for us. The Word of God is a lamp to our 

path. It doesn’t illuminate far into our personal future, but it does shine in 

our present. God’s Word gives us the light to take our next step in life – 

and that’s all we need to keep from stumbling. 

 

If we fill our minds, hearts, and lives with God’s Word, we will always 

have the light we need to know what we must do next. 

 

Edd Sterchi 

Broadway Church of Christ 

Campbellsville, KY 
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 
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                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    

WHAT TO DO WHEN SPOUSES ARE NOT HELPERS 
     In my last bulletin article, I wrote an article detailing the supportive intention of the 

marital relationship (as opposed to spouses hindering one another). In this article, I 

wish to address what spouses may do if they are in such circumstances. Sadly, many 

members of the church of our Lord have mates who either are not Christians or are not 

faithful to their Savior. What should spouses do when their mates are not helpers? 

     I believe the apostle Peter may offer some insight and assistance. In his first epistle, 

Peter speaks much of submission and subjection. He alludes to this in the first chapter 

by referring to us as “obedient children” (1:14), but he directs this theme more 

prominently in the next chapter: “…submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for 

the Lord’s sake…” (2:13), and continues with the exhortation to servants being in 

subjection to their masters (2:18), even if they should suffer wrongfully (2:19-20). After 

he illustrates this prominent principle with the example of Jesus Christ (2:20-25), he 

continues, “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do 

not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives” 

(3:1). Please ignore the chapter break—when he says, “…likewise,” he is linking the 

previous thoughts from the previous chapter with his current thoughts in I Peter 3. 

Thus, under consideration are wives (spouses) who are married to husbands (spouses) 

who are not Christians. Due to this fact, there likely will be some form of persecution or 

hindrance in living the Christian life, as this is the context of the discussion. 

     First, Peter strongly urges Christian wives to be cognizant of their manner of living 

(3:1). The term “conduct” is one of the key terms of Peter in this first letter, and he 

states that a Christian woman who conducts herself with the right way of living may 

even be successful in converting her husband “without a word.” In other words, she is 

letting her light shine in the way she treats him (with submission, as all wives are to do 

with their husbands—Eph. 5:22-24) and in her daily behavior. Christian spouses will 

never be successful in converting their mates if they do not model Christianity in the 

first place. Rather, they will come across as hypocrites (cf. Matt. 23:3-4), and will 

likely only exasperate the hindering situation. 

     Second, when spouses are not helpers, then faithful Christian wives need to 

concentrate on displaying both chastity and fear (3:2), which simply reinforces the 

former point. Chastity refers to the concept of purity or holiness (cf. 1:15-16), and fear 

references the submission that wives are to display to their husbands, even using the 

relationship between Sarah and Abraham as a biblical example (3:5-6). In other words, 

not only should faithful Christian spouses live the right type of daily life before their 

hindering mates, but they are to concentrate especially on their particular role within the 

marriage relationship—wives are to submit to their husbands, and husbands (should 

they be the faithful Christian in this incident) should focus on loving their wives, even 

though they are hindering their faith (cf. Eph. 5:25-33). When Christian mates display 

their respective roles as Christ desires within the relationship, then it will help the 

hindering mate to respond appropriately. 

     Third, when spouses are not helpers, then faithful mates should never make it about 

themselves (3:3-4). Speaking to those wives, Peter admonishes them never to live in 

such a way where the focus is on them (inherent within the restrain they should have in 

their adorning). We ought to remember this always, especially those who are in such 

circumstances. How easy it is for one spouse to develop the “Woe is me!” complex, and 

begins to crave attention and focus. As a matter of fact, whenever there is any tension in 

any marriage relationship, the devil will tempt the other mate to think, “He (or she) is 

not living right and treating me badly,” and then the focus turns to self rather than the 

one who is sick. No Christian ought to live in such a way where they crave focus and 

attention—“Look at me!”—but rather to live where the focus and attention is always on 

God! 

      From the apostle Peter, here are some thoughts that may help when one Christian 

may be married to a spouse who is not helping the relationship. Live right every day, be 

sure that you are fulfilling your respective role in the relationship and never make the 

situation about yourself. In this way, we may see more unbelieving or unfaithful mates 

draw closer to Jesus Christ!                                 --Sam Willcut 
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