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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 

 
                             MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:      711 N. Main Street                 Deacons:  

Barry Cook                                          P.O. Box 88                                    Josh Brown 

(615-735-3194)                              Carthage, TN 37030                             (931-319-9994) 

Michael Hackett                                (615-735-0114)                                 Brian Denton 

(615- 735-7046)                (615-735-7176) 

Johnny Law                Tony Hackett 

(615-735-1240)                                 (615-735-9037)  

R.W. Vincent                 Steve Harper 

(615-735-0361)                (615-735-2651) 

           SCHEDULE OF SERVICES                        Jeremy Hassler 

Pulpit Minister:                   Sunday Worship             (931-335-1884) 

Sam Willcut              9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M             Chris Hicks 

(615-489-3211)                                       (615-418-6472)   

                    Bible Study             Jerry Hicks 

Youth Minister:                 Sunday Morning    10:15 A.M.                      (615-418-6637)     

Justin Mauldin          Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.                      Justin Mauldin 

(931-319-6548)                                            (931-319-6548) 

                                                                               Andy Rutherford         

Secretary:                                                                                                      (615-418-5050) 

Kristi Hassler                                                                                               Dusty Whitaker  

(615-489-5144)                                 (615-709-1086)                                             

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube 

                                   

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.                

(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)   

                                               For Transportation to Services 

615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637 

     

 

                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    

WHEN SPOUSES ARE NOT HELPERS 
 When God saw the loneliness of the first man, Adam, He created his 

wife to be “a helper fit for him” (Genesis 2:18, ESV). When a man and 

woman plan to unite in the holy bonds of matrimony, then it should be for the 

purpose of recognizing the unique and deliberately planned purposes for 

which God created such. In other words, a man chooses a wife (and vice 

versa) because he believes that she will help him throughout life—help one 

another bring glory to God, help one another live for Christ, and help one 

another go to heaven. Nevertheless, such tragically is not always the case. 

Unfortunately, sometimes spouses are not helpers within the marriage. 

 For example, consider Adam and Eve. While God created her to be a 

“helper,” she did not help when it came to the account in Genesis 3. After 

failing to resist the temptation to eat the forbidden fruit by the serpent, the text 

states that she “…gave to her husband with her, and he ate” (3:6). Many 

commentators do not think that he was around with her when she had fallen 

prey to the deception of the serpent, but when she later confronted him with 

likely the same temptation tactics that she faced, he followed likewise. Should 

he have stood firm and resisted her negative influence? Of course, he should, 

but at that moment in his life, she was not the helper for which God created, 

and she hindered him in such a way that changed the course of humanity. 

 Another example is Ananias and Sapphira. Evidently, these two 

together conspired to “lie to the Holy Spirit” (Acts 5:3) and keep back part of 

the proceeds that they gave to the apostles. After the apostle Peter confronted 

Ananias about his action, he “fell down and breathed his last” (5:5). Three 

hours later, Sapphira arrives, and Peter asks her the same question to test her 

honesty. After she lies, Peter asks, “How is it that you have agreed together to 

test the Spirit of the Lord?” (5:9). While Ananias may have led in the 

decision, he needed a wife to help him by not agreeing to sin together in this 

manner. Far too many couples scheme together in sin, or it may be the case 

that one spouse may coerce the other in agreement to do that which is 

unlawful and unrighteous. 

 A final example in the Old Testament is Ahab and Jezebel. Both of 

these individuals (king and queen) were equally known for their wickedness. 

On one occasion when Ahab coveted the vineyard that belonged to Naboth 

and his family, he tried to purchase such to no avail (1 Kings 21). The Old 

Testament passage indicates that Ahab went into his bedroom and sulked as a 

child (21:4). When his wife enters and finds out about the situation, instead of 

helping him by steering him along godly routes, she hinders him by taking 

matters into her own hands and actually has Naboth put to death by a false 

accusation of blasphemy—just so her husband can gain the object of his lust. 

 These examples show that spouses are to help each other and not 

hinder each other in ways of godliness. Of course, such is not always the case, 

and we weep when we know and hear of spouses whose mates are not helpful. 

We are thankful unto God that we actually have an alternative to these 

examples. In Acts 18:1-3, we have a couple named Aquila and Priscilla. Here 

is a godly couple who work together with Paul and with each other in 

teaching and ministering (cf. 18:24-28). What a blessing to have mates who 

help each other rather than hinder each other! Above all, may we teach our 

children the importance of choosing carefully their spouse—to be sure that 

they select someone who has the Christian disposition to help them in their 

spiritual lives rather than hinder them!                --Sam Willcut 

http://www.carthagechurchofchrist./


From the preacher’s heart… 
 

     We have entered the month of March, and we have seen some incredible 

things already take place this year! We have entered a new quarter with 

respect to our Bible classes, and we are enjoying a study on Sunday mornings 

in the auditorium class entitled, “He Was Here,” which focuses on 

geographical locations that are important to the life of Jesus Christ. Tonight, I 

will begin a study on Wednesday nights on Biblical Fundamentals; we hope 

you plan to join us for these. We appreciate all the men who just finished our 

last series on Wednesday nights, for we are blessed with an abundance of men 

who are ready, willing, and able to teach our Bible classes! 

      Speaking of such, we have announced that we are going to begin 

offering a new mid-week morning Bible class that will begin in two weeks 

(March 19). It will take place from 10:30 AM—11:30 AM. More information 

about this class will be revealed as we draw closer, but we hope those who 

can join us will do so! 

      As we have been focusing on increasing the involvement of the 

congregation, we are excited about the recent formation of our new Barnabas 

teams! Much good will be observed by these throughout the year. 

      Our Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes will be meeting this Sunday for 

their activities, with lunch provided. Please plan to stay for just a couple of 

hours after worship. 

      I believe Andy & Hannah Rutherford are hosting the next Youth 

Fellowship in their home on Sunday evening, March 23, at 5:00 PM. All 

youth and their families are encouraged to join this. 

      We enjoyed several congregational activities recently, including 

the Smith County Youth Night at Montrose last Sunday evening. Thanks to so 

many members who are so supportive of brotherhood activities! 

      RW Vincent and I are going to take a day trip to FHU 

Lectureship on Tuesday, March 18. We will leave early that morning and 

arrive back later that evening. If you would like to ride the church van and 

attend with us, just let us know! 

     A big thank you to Chris Hicks, Jerry Hicks, and Dusty Whitaker, who 

recently cut down and trimmed some trees near the playground—big plans are 

in motion for that area, and we thank these men for their hard work! 

     Congratulations to Jessa Klamm for getting 6th Grade Honor Roll at 

SCMS! Congratulations to Emma Hicks for making the first half of the year 

goal in Accelerated Reading! Congratulations to Scarlett Hicks for competing 

in the 5th Grade 4-H Public Speaking Contest and winning 2nd place! 

Congratulations to Aubrey Hicks for competing in the 6th Grade 4-H Public 

Speaking Contest and winning 5th place! Congratulations to Mallie Whitaker 

for making Honor Roll at SCHS! Congratulations to Jonah Mauldin for 

making the Principal’s List at UHS! Congratulations to Jacob & Jonah 

Mauldin, Jacie, Josie & Julie Morris & Christina Stout for getting perfect 

attendance at UHS! Congratulations to Mallie Whitaker for earning a National 

Win at the America’s Cup Cheer Competition with her SCHS cheerleaders! 

Congratulations to Jay Klamm (SCMS basketball team) and to Aubrey & 

Scarlett Hicks (FRS basketball team), who were all highlighted recently in a 

recent edition of The Carthage Courier. 

      May God bless us all, and I love you! 

                            -Sam Willcut                

NEWS & NOTES: 
SICK: Barry Cook is recovering at home now after a short stay in the hospital 

last week for pneumonia. Mary Jo Hackett is in rehab in Cookeville. Susan 

Law’s brother, David Tucker, is in the hospital in Cookeville. John Jones is 

anticipating news about being put on a heart transplant list due to a recent heart 

attack. Barbara Jenkins will be having cataract surgery sometime in March. 
 

SYMPATHY: Our sympathy is extended to Andy Rutherford and family in 

the recent passing of his aunt, Elaine Nabors. Visitation is Wednesday from 5-

8PM and Thursday from 11AM to time of service at 1PM at Hoover, 

Huddleston, Dyer Chapel in Cookeville.  

We also want to extend our sympathy to Jaden Apple-Gibbs and family in the 

recent passing of his great-grandmother, Doris Ann Gibbs. Her services were 

held at Sanderson Funeral Home on February 26. 
 

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Lads2Leaders Practice Sunday, March 9 

after services. Lunch will be provided. Supply Drive for the local Emmanuel 

House. Please bring 13- and 30-gallon trash bags, laundry detergent, and 

bleach by Sunday, March 16. We will be doing a monthly collection of 

supplies for these ladies. (From March-April we will be collecting for 

Tennessee Children’s Home.) 
 

Continue to pray for the following: Danny Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage 

Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor; Helen Davis; Russell Davis; Michelle 

Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Hale Wright; Whitney & 

Iris O’Halek; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda 

Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Emogene Long; Patty 

Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann 

Herd; Brenda Boyd; Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine 

Fitts; Brenda Fitts; Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry 

Culver; Bobby Cross; Sharon Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; 

Ruby Anderson; Todd Smith; John Jones; and Brenda Forrest.  Please let 

Kristi know if there is anyone that needs to be added or removed from 

this list. 
NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains 

(Pavilion – Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality – 

Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality – Lebanon).  

MILITARY: Korrey King – USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); 

Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry 

(USMC).  

 

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug, 

and Nov. Ladies’ Day at Willette church of Christ Saturday, March 15, 

8:30AM-12PM. Speaker: Amanda Scoggins. Gospel Meeting at Willow 

Ave. church of Christ in Cookeville March 23-26, Sun. 9, 10:15AM & 

12:30 PM, M-W 7PM. Speaker: Jack Honeycutt. Gospel Meeting at 

Willette church of Christ April 6-9, Sun. 9AM,10AM, & 5PM; M-W 7PM. 

Speaker: Glenn Colley. Lads2Leaders Conference April 18-20 at 

Opryland Hotel.  
 

March Birthdays/Anniversaries: Noah Brown (16); Rebecca Brown, 

Emmy Vincent (18); Ruby Fisher (19); Michael Hackett (20); Aydan 

Law (21); Melissa Willcut (22); Earline White (24); Nick Morris (31). 

Johnny & Susan Law (3/12/1983); Richard & Brenda Bowman 

(3/20/1965). 

 

The Road to a Serpent’s Bite 
        The wise man Solomon gave specific warnings that most people 

ignore. He said that a loose tongue will get you into trouble (Prov. 18:7). He 

warned that pride will bring a man low (Prov. 16:18). He said that toying with 

lust is like playing with fire (Prov. 6:25-29). Millions pay a heavy price every day 

because they refuse to listen to these sound words of inspired counsel. 

       Solomon gave similar warnings about drinking alcohol. “Wine is a mocker, 

strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise” (Prov. 

20:1). A man is foolish if he thinks he can control it. The very nature of alcohol is 

that it lowers restraint. It removes inhibitions. The first drink makes it easier to 

have the second and the second the third. A man who is under its influence will 

not be concerned about drinking in “moderation” or talking and acting with good 

judgment. He has compromised his self-control. 

       The wise man also said, “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has 

contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has 

redness of eyes? Those who linger long at the wine, those who go in search of 

mixed wine. Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, 

when it swirls around smoothly; at the last it bites like a serpent, and stings like a 

viper” (Prov. 23:29-32). 

       Many say this only means that getting drunk is wrong and that drinking in 

“moderation” (to which they give a fuzzy definition to say the least) is biblical. 

But compare this to what Solomon said about lust in Proverbs 6. He warned 

against lust because it may lead to adultery. That doesn’t mean that lust is 

innocent or that lusting in moderation is acceptable as long as a person doesn’t 

commit adultery. The same is true of drinking. Solomon doesn’t any more teach 

that drunkenness is wrong, but drinking is alright than he means that adultery is 

sinful but lusting for a woman is acceptable. He warns against drunkenness and 

the misery it brings and says to avoid it before starting it. Don’t “look on” it or 

long for it. He said to not even long for a “cup” of it! If that is not a command to 

avoid drinking, what would it be? 

Kerry Duke 

West End Church of Christ 

Livingston, TN 



  



 


