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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. ”(Matthew 5:16)
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“VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”

WHEN SHOULD | SPEAK?

Claude Flynn correctly said, “I believe our nation is
suffering from an overabundance of verbiage.” So many people
want to speak, but very few people want to listen. Some great
advice to answer the above question would be, “THINK before you
speak.” Playing off the word “think,” notice the following
acronym.

I should speak when it is TRUE. God should not find
falsehood among His people. A “lying tongue” is one of the six
things our Lord hates (Proverbs 6:17; cf. 12:22). Paul says,
“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his
neighbor: for we are members one of another” (Ephesians 4:25).

I should speak when it is HELPFUL. If my words are not
helpful, then why speak? Paul said, “Let your speech be always
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to
answer every man” (Colossians 4:6). We are to be a people with
words that help; those that do not help do not bring solutions, but
only make problems worse.

I should speak when it is IMPORTANT. We are
encouraged to speak words “fitly spoken” (Proverbs 25:11; cf.
29:20). Hasty words spoken without thought are usually not
important after all. The Jews were notorious with their many words
concerning swearing, which Jesus shows were unimportant
(Matthew 5:37).

I should speak when it is NECESSARY. Solomon said,
“He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of
understanding is of an excellent spirit” (Proverbs 17:27). If what
we have to say is not necessary, then silence should be our choice,
which is why James said, “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James
1:19). If words are not necessary, then they must be in vain (cf. Job
16:3). The Gentiles were known by their unnecessary words
spoken in prayer (Matthew 6:7).

I should speak when it is KIND. My mother’s message
spoken years ago is so true: “If you do not have anything kind to
say, then do not say anything at all.” Solomon described the
virtuous woman as such (Proverbs 31:26). Cruel words hurt; kind
words soothe and heal.

The next time you have an opportunity to say something,
“think” and ask yourself these five questions: Is it true? Is it
helpful? Is it important? Is it necessary? Is it kind? Think before
you speak!

--Sam Willcut
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From the preacher’s heart...

As of the writing of this article, we are getting close to
having our young boys and girls ready for the Lads to
Leaders/Leaderettes Convention, which is this weekend. While
there are a number of conventions taking place all over the
nation (somewhere around seven, | believe), we will be
attending the one closest to us in Nashville, which is always
held at the Opryland Hotel & Convention Center. Our children
have been putting in a lot of work preparing for this weekend.
While | have not been able to attend the past two Wednesday
nights as they have been practicing with the Gordonsville and
the Rome congregations, | was able to attend with the twenty
(20) some odd members who were blessed to attend at Liberty
this past Sunday night, and may | say that they have
demonstrated great progress! Moreover, | have no doubt that our
young ladies are excelling, as well. Please keep these young
people in your prayers, and we will have more to present in the
very near future!

We are so very thankful to sister Rita Apple for
hosting the Egg Hunt (as well as this month’s youth devotional).
Thank you to her and her family for putting on a wonderful
event, and to the parents and children who attended this past
Sunday. We had an excellent time together!

Our new mid-week morning Bible class that takes place
from 10:30 AM—11:30 AM each Wednesday is continuing to
flourish! We are averaging between 17-20 in attendance as we
study the book of Genesis—we would love for you to join us!

We are excited to be sharing with you in the near future
our finished lineup for our first ever Summer Series to be held
next quarter in the auditorium mid-week evening Bible class!
Moreover, we are also making progress on our VBS. Exciting
things are happening on the horizon here at Carthage!

Congratulations to Jonah Mauldin (4th Grade) for making
President’s List at UHS! Congratulations to Mallie Kate
Whitaker for making Honor Roll at SCHS! Congratulations to
Dayne Swann for being highlighted with his 5th grade class at
DES in a recent edition of the Carthage Courier!

May God bless us all, and | love you!

-Sam Willcut

NEWS & NOTES:

SICK: Mary Jo Hackett is back in rehab in Cookeville following another
back surgery last week. Darrell Vincent, RW’s brother, is in the nursing
home in Kentucky. Emery Dodson has been sick with a severe ear
infection. Susan Law has requested prayers for her brother, David Tucker,
as he is going through a hard time with his health. Conner Dodson’s cousin,
Jacob Toney was involved in an accident at work and will require surgery
this week. Please keep him in your prayers.

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Supply Drive We are now collecting
supplies for Tennessee Children’s Home. Please place supplies in the
annex by Sunday, April 20. They will be coming to collect these on April
22. There is an extensive list of needed items on the bulletin board in the
foyer. Lads2Leaders Conference April 18-20 at Opryland Hotel. Chris
Hicks will be driving the church van on Friday and Saturday. If anyone
wants a ride, get with him for details. Be marking your calendars for VBS
here at Carthage will be June 2-6 & JSCYC will be July 13-18.
Applications for staff and campers are available online and paper copies
are available in the foyer.

Continue to pray for the following: Sarah Tripp; Randy Risher; Danny
Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor; Helen Davis;
Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks;
Hale Wright; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda
Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Emogene Long; Patty
Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann
Herd; Donnie Herd; Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd; Linda & Blythe Myers;
Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; Jerry & Mary Phillips;
Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Sharon Halliburton; Patricia
Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Ruby Anderson; Todd Smith; John Jones; and
Brenda Forrest. Please let Kristi know if there is anyone that needs to be
added or removed from this list.

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains
(Pavilion — Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality —
Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality — Lebanon).
MILITARY: Korrey King — USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King);
Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry

(USMC).
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EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug,
and Nov. Ladies’ Day at Clearview church of Christ April 26 at
8:30AM. Youth Event at Willette church of Christ Sunday, April 27 at
5PM. SEIBS Lectureship at the Karns church of Christ will be April 27-
30. Spring Seminar at the Crossville church of Christ May 4-7, Sun.
9AM, 10AM, 6PM; M-W 6PM. Speaker: Dr. David Powell.

Free Church Pews

I recently saw an ad in the classifieds for free church
pews. A local church was giving away 20 perfectly good
traditional wooden pews with padded backs and seats. Now I’'m
assuming that they are replacing the wooden pews with nice
padded folding chairs, as is the practice of many churches
today. I would also assume that someone, somewhere is
complaining that doing away with the traditional church pew
would be detrimental to the fellowship of the congregation.
Imagine someone saying, “The old-fashioned wooden pews
promoted togetherness and fellowship. Individual folding chairs
creates separatism and will destroy the unity of the church
during corporate worship.” Such a thought is similar to one that
circulated on social media a while back, in which some folks
complained that the use of projected songs in lieu of hymn
books would ruin the spiritual nature of congregational singing.
“Give me that old-time religion.”

Christians, especially older saints, should be very careful
of letting long-time traditions become ill-focused doctrine. We
are warned about religion based on personal preference of
physical things or traditional ritual customs. “Now if anyone
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the
Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the
fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is” (1 Cor. 3:12—
13). The foundation of our faith is built on Jesus Christ, and we
serve the Lord under His perfect law of liberty (1 Cor. 3:11;
James 1:25). When it comes to the physical nature of our
service, it doesn’t matter if stand, sit on a wooden bench or lay
on the floor, as long as we worship in spirit and truth (John
4:24) and serve our fellowman (Matt. 25:34-36; James 1:27)
according to the inspired word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Jay Launius
Maud Church of Christ, Maud, TX




