"Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged.

-

it makes things

possible, not easy

For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

— Joshua 19
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“Let your

light so shine before men, that they may see your good

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. ”(Matthew 5:16)
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“VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”

HAS THE GRACE OF GOD MOLDED MY
LIFE?

What does the grace of God mean in your life? Above
your proper understanding of it and above its relativity to our
salvation, how important is it to you today? What effect and
impact does it continue to have in your life? Paul says that it
is to transform our lives (Romans 12:1ff). Without divine aid,
our lives are helpless and hopeless! From the influence of
God’s multitude of mercies, God intends for His grace to
change our lives on the inside and reflect such on the outside.

In Romans 6:17-18, Paul writes that the Romans have
“obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine,” and the Greek
word for “form” indicates “pattern” or “mold” [McKnight’s
translation]. | used to live in Birmingham, Alabama. Founded
in 1871, it became an industrial center with numerous iron
and steel mills that competed with the industrial cities in the
Midwest and the Northeast (i.e., Pittsburgh). In fact, it
became the industrial center of the South and once became
known as “The Pittsburgh of the South,” because its major
industries were also iron and steel. Today, the statue of the
Roman god Vulcan atop Red Mountain commemorates its
iron and steel industry. At these mills, one can see the iron as
it is melting and placed into molds. Thus, the red-hot liquid
iron takes the shape of that mold after it cools. Therefore,
Paul says that the gospel has molded our lives into a new
man after our old man has been crucified (Romans 6:1-18).

Later, in Romans 12:2, Paul warns about another
mold: “And do not let the world press you into its mold”
[Phillip’s translation]. Thus, God has a mold into which He
places us—the gospel is a mold that is able to transform our
lives and our character after we obey it—our lives are to take
its shape. However, on the other hand, the world has its mold
into which it molds us by its worldly standard.

Therefore, what has molded your life? Has the grace
of God through the gospel molded my life into the pattern and
form contained therein? Conversely, has the world molded
my life by its standards, ideals and ambitions?

--Sam Willcut
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From the preacher’s heart...

Wow! We are so very proud of our young boys and girls, who
absolutely excelled at the recent Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes
Convention in Nashville a few weeks ago. This past Sunday, we
highlighted the achievements of our students in their very first year
of being involved with the program, and as several have already
commented, we have already seen a tremendous amount of growth
in our youth! Forty-seven (47) youth and adults were present over
the weekend, and they represented Carthage so very well! We are
excited about the future of our youth, and the impact they are
already making on the congregation here. If you would like to get
involved in this program (or if you have any additional questions),
please see Will Galey or Justin Mauldin.

Our new mid-week morning Bible class that
takes place from 10:30 AM—11:30 AM each Wednesday is doing
well, and because of our desire to run concurrently with the county
school calendar, we are planning to have our final class before the
summer break on May 14. On this day, we will be having a potluck
lunch after class. Feel free to join us!

We have been quite busy with opportunities to support
area events and functions, including the Equipped Conference at
the Cumberland Trace congregation in Bowling Green, KY, a
recent youth event at Willette last Sunday night, the SEIBS
Lectureship this week, and we plan to take our church van to the
Truth in Love Lectures in Pulaski this coming Saturday, May 3.
There are lots of opportunities for you to get involved!

We are excited to be sharing with you in the near future
our finished lineup for our first ever Summer Series to be held next
quarter in the auditorium mid-week evening Bible class! Moreover,
we are also making progress on our VBS. Exciting things are
happening on the horizon here at Carthage!

Congratulations to Seth & Rachel Hackett, as they were
honored recently with a baby shower for their forthcoming bundle
of joy! Congratulations to Aubrey & Scarlett Hicks for being
highlighted in a recent edition of The Carthage Courier for their
part in representing Smith County 4-H as they competed in the
2025 Central Region Meats & Livestock Judging Contest (Scarlett
was part of the 1st place Junior Meats Judging Team and 7th place
overall!). Congratulations to Johnny Law for being elected
Chairman of the Board of Citizens Bank! Way to go!

May God bless us all, and I love you!

-Sam Willcut

NEWS & NOTES:

SICK: Ken Hensley had an emergency appendectomy last week. He is
recovering well at home. Faye Maberry suffered a fall on Tuesday. She
had no major injuries, just a bump on her forehead and some soreness.
Continue to keep her in your prayers as she is going through chemo
treatments.

SYMPATHY:: Our sympathy is extended to the family of Darlene Farris
in the passing of her mother, Helen Davis last week. Also, to the family of
Ruby Anderson, Edward’s sister-in-law, as she passed away Saturday
afternoon. Her service was held Wednesday morning in Gaineshoro.

CONGREGATION EVENTS: VBS here at Carthage will be June 2-6
beginning at 6:30 PM each night. See Andy Rutherford if you are available
to help with teaching, crafting, or food. JSCYC will be July 13-18.
Applications for staff and campers are available online and paper copies
are available in the foyer. Polishing the Pulpit will be in Sevierville, TN
August 15-21. The Early Bird Deadline for discounted registration ends
May 19.

Continue to pray for the following: Sarah Tripp; Darrell Vincent; Randy Risher;
Danny Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor; Russell
Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Hale Wright;
Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye
Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Emogene Long; Patty Roberts; Sherrie
Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Donnie Herd;
Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd; Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel & Janice Hicks;
Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom &
Sherry Culver; Sharon Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Todd Smith;
John Jones; and Brenda Forrest. Please let Kristi know if there is anyone that
needs to be added or removed from this list.

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains (Pavilion
— Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality — Lebanon); Dimple
Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality — Lebanon).

MILITARY: Korrey King — USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); Jana
Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry (USMC).

Did You Know This About Song of Solomon?

Solomon is mentioned 7 times in this book, which is presented as a love song
depicting Solomon’s romantic pursuit of a Shulamite girl.

The book is arranged like scenes in a drama, and is filled with metaphors and
near-eastern imagery. Perhaps one of the most striking features of the song is the
richness of description the book contains. For instance, Song of Solomon refers to
21 species of plants, 15 species of animals, and 15 geographical locations from
Lebanon in the north, to Egypt in the south.

Song of Solomon portrays the pure and powerful joy of romantic love in God’s
design. But we can’t forget that by the time of the writing, Solomon had collected
700 wives and 300 concubines, which went against God’s design for marriage
between one man and one woman.

Matt Clifton, Fast Bible Facts podcast on YouTube, Spotify, Apple Podcasts

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug,
and Nov. Singing at Sugar Creek church of Christ in Gainesboro.
Saturday, May 3 from 6-8PM. Ladies’ Day at Charlotte Heights church
of Christ in Nashville on Saturday, May 3. Reg. 8:30 AM, program 9AM.
Speaker: Sheila Butt. TCC Fundraiser Saturday, May 3 at TCC Lodge.
Lunch starts at Noon and Presentations begin at 2PM. . Spring Seminar
at the Crossville church of Christ May 4-7, Sun. 9AM, 10AM, 6PM; M-
W 6PM. Speaker: Dr. David Powell. Gospel Meeting at Findlay church
of Christ in Sparta May 4-7. Sun — 9AM, 10AM, & 5PM. M-W —
6:30PM. Speaker: Neal Pollard. Mothers Appreciation Day at Willow
Ave. church of Christ in Cookeville. Saturday, May 10 9AM-noon.
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The Passover

Exodus 12

Across

1. Animal to be sacrificed.

5. The blood must be applied to this.
6. Must be unleavened.

Down

2. The sacrifice must be without this.
3.The day would be keptasa .

4 Israel's ___ lasted 430 years.

i Bulletin Digest




