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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 

 
                             MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:      711 N. Main Street                 Deacons:  

Barry Cook                                          P.O. Box 88                                    Josh Brown 

(615-735-3194)                              Carthage, TN 37030                             (931-319-9994) 

Michael Hackett                                (615-735-0114)                                 Brian Denton 

(615- 735-7046)                (615-735-7176) 

Johnny Law                Tony Hackett 

(615-735-1240)                                 (615-735-9037)  

R.W. Vincent                 Steve Harper 

(615-735-0361)                (615-735-2651) 

           SCHEDULE OF SERVICES                        Jeremy Hassler 

Pulpit Minister:                   Sunday Worship             (931-335-1884) 

Sam Willcut              9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M             Chris Hicks 

(615-489-3211)                                       (615-418-6472)   

                    Bible Study             Jerry Hicks 

Youth Minister:                 Sunday Morning    10:15 A.M.                      (615-418-6637)     

Justin Mauldin          Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.                      Justin Mauldin 

(931-319-6548)                                            (931-319-6548) 

                                                                               Andy Rutherford         

Secretary:                                                                                                      (615-418-5050) 

Kristi Hassler                                                                                               Dusty Whitaker  

(615-489-5144)                                 (615-709-1086)                                             

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube 

                                   

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.                

(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)   

                                               For Transportation to Services 

615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637 

     

 

                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    

 

FAITH LEADS ONE TO… 
 

 There is a relationship between faith and salvation—by the grace of 

God, we are “saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8-10). Of course, the 

religious world has misinterpreted what Bible faith really is. Faith is not a 

one-time statement of casual belief in a Savior; rather, faith is an entity that 

requires trust and obedience (cf. Hebrews 11). Because the Bible always 

describes the faith of an individual in this regard, Biblical faith (as opposed to 

denominational faith) always will lead one to do certain things that God 

commands in order to receive salvation by the grace of God. Notice certain 

things with me. 

 Faith leads one to repent. When John the Immerser prepared the way 

for the Redeemer, he was “preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, and saying, 

Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:1-2). The act of 

preaching was to produce faith (cf. Romans 10:17), of which he intended the 

subject of his message to lead his hearers to repent. Therefore, when Jesus 

came and began His ministry, He preached, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 

Again, we notice the relationship between faith (believe) and repentance. It is 

no wonder that He sent His apostles with the same message, relating faith 

with repentance (Mark 6:12). God made salvation available through the 

shedding of the Savior’s blood. When Peter preached to those Jews whose 

faith led them to question their salvation, “Then [he] said unto them, Repent, 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 

of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). When 

Luke records, “they were pricked in their hearts” (Acts 2:37), this indicated 

that their faith was ready to lead them to respond accordingly to the message 

of the inspired apostles. Faith leads one to repent. 

 Faith leads one to confess (Matthew 10:32-33). In other words, Jesus 

forms the relationship between “confess” and “deny” because one who denies 

is one who does not use Biblical faith. It is true that moments of temptation 

and fear caused some who believed to deny (cf. Matthew 26:69-75; John 

12:42; 19:38), but this does not negate the fact that God intended true faith to 

lead one to confess (Acts 19:18; Romans 10:9-10). Faith leads one to confess. 

 Faith leads one to water baptism. Jesus knew this as a direct result of 

why the Pharisees and lawyers were not baptized of the baptism of John the 

Immerser—they “rejected the counsel of God against themselves” (Luke 

7:30). The Great Commission includes, “He that believeth and is baptized 

shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16; cf. 

Matthew 28:19). Thus, we see many examples of this, including the Jews on 

the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41), the Samaritans (Acts 8:12-13) and the jailor 

of Philippi (Acts 16:31-33). 

 When we put all these together, it is only then that we can 

understand Paul’s statement properly in Romans 5:1: “Therefore being 

justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

We are justified by faith, because faith leads one to repent, confess one’s faith 

in Jesus Christ, and water baptism! 

 

 --Sam Willcut 
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From the preacher’s heart…       
            The summer break is almost upon us, and with that 

comes more than simply a much-needed break for our teachers 

(and students). It means that important congregational events are 

almost upon us, beginning with VBS! We have an exciting 

theme and lineup of classes/teachers planned this year, and we 

hope to have an even more successful event than last year! 

There is a flyer printed, and we are encouraging everyone to 

invite everyone to join us, it is going to be great! If you would 

like to help with refreshments, see Susan Law, and if you would 

like to help in any other way, see Andy Rutherford. 

      In addition, our first ever Summer Series will begin next 

month (the Wednesday night after VBS), and we will be 

studying the theme, “Challenging Questions for Challenging 

Times.” We have a great lineup of speakers and subjects, and 

we are hoping you will get excited about this, too! There is a 

flyer for this as well in the foyer; please invite all! 

      Moreover, it also means that JSCYC is getting much 

closer, too! Registration is open, and campers and staff are 

encouraged to register either online (www.jscyc.org) or with a 

regular paper application (there are some in the foyer). Justin 

Mauldin has been working hard as a co-director; if you have any 

questions about camp, see Justin. 

       Our mid-week morning Bible class has been a 

tremendous success for the few weeks that we have met. We just 

finished our last class before the summer break today, and we 

enjoyed a delicious potluck meal to celebrate. We will pick back 

up with our class on August 6, 2025, and we hope you will join 

us! 

     Congratulations to Seth and Rachel Hackett (and the entire 

Hackett family) on the birth of Beau Anderson Hackett, as well 

as to Ethan and Macy Denton (and to Brian and Peggy Denton) 

on the birth of Tripp McCray Denton! Births are always exciting 

times in the lives of families, and parents, grandparents, aunts 

and uncles are blessed. Prayers are extended to the babies, 

mothers and fathers, and the extended families. 

     Congratulations to Dayne Swann, whose 5th grade class at 

DES was highlighted in a recent edition of The Carthage 

Courier for their study of the daily life on the frontier in 

Tennessee! 

May God bless us all, and I love you! 

                              -Sam Willcut                

NEWS & NOTES: 
SICK: Faye Maberry is now at home after a stay at Vanderbilt Wilson for a 

burst appendix. Please keep her in your prayers. Dimple Hicks suffered a fall 

at the nursing home Sunday evening. She has 2 facial fractures, a bruised brain, 

and a UTI. She will likely come back to the nursing home in a few days, but 

for now she is in room 701 at Skyline.  Susan Law’s brother, David Tucker 

had surgery at Cookeville Regional on Monday. He is now at home but is still 

very weak and sore.  Cheryl Hicks requests prayers for her niece, Allison 

Copeland. She has been dealing with kidney stones and other health issues. 

David Cross is planning to see the dentist soon for a severe infection in his 

tooth. Eric Haynie has been under the weather lately and has asked for prayers. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Ethan & Macy Denton on becoming parents to 

Tripp McCray Denton on Saturday, May 3. Congrats to Brian & Peggy upon 

becoming grandparents! Also, to Seth & Rachel Hackett on the birth of their 

son, Beau Anderson Hackett on Monday, May 12 (and to grandparents 

Michael & Denise)!! 
 

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Youth Fellowship will be at the home of 

David & Tina Stout on Sunday, May 18 at 5PM. Youth Lock-in at the Jimmy 

Floyd Center in Lebanon Friday, May 23. The van will leave the building at 

9PM. All youth are invited, but 3rd grade and below must have an 

adult/chaperone with them. See Justin for more information. VBS here at 

Carthage will be June 2-6, beginning at 6:30 PM each night. See Andy 

Rutherford if you are available to help with teaching or crafting. See Susan 

Law if you can help with the food. Flyers are available in the foyer to spread 

the word. JSCYC will be July 13-18. Applications for staff and campers are 

available online and paper copies are available in the foyer. Polishing the 

Pulpit will be in Sevierville, TN August 15-21. The Early Bird Deadline for 

discounted registration ends May 19. 
 

Continue to pray for the following: Sarah Tripp; Darrell Vincent; Randy 

Risher; Danny Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor; 

Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; 

Jennifer Johnson; Hale Wright; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; 

Brenda Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Emogene Long; Patty 

Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; 

Donnie Herd; Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd; Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel & 

Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson 

Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Sharon Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton 

Jamison; Todd Smith; John Jones; and Brenda Forrest.  Please let Kristi know if 

there is anyone that needs to be added or removed from this list. 

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains (Pavilion 

– Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality – Lebanon); Dimple 

Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality – Lebanon).  

MILITARY: Korrey King – USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); Jana 

Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry (USMC).  
 

 

“Her children rise up and call her 
blessed.” Psalm 31:28 

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug, 

and Nov. Summer Series begins here June 11. We will have a different 

speaker each Wednesday evening. Make plans to be here for each of 

these lessons. There is a schedule of speakers posted in the foyer and 

several flyers are available to give out as well. VBS at Silver Point 

church of Christ June 9-11 (Mon-Wed) 6-7:30PM. Friday Night Singing 

will be here August 1. Meal at 5:30 PM, Singing at 7PM.  

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES: Julia Lynne Grim (3); Kailee 

Austin (5); Candice Harper (12); Mallie Kate Whitaker (13); Pam Morris 

(16); Brittany Hackett (19); Carolyn Harris (25); Emma Trainham, Rick 

Spivey (27); Chris Washer(29); Morgan Dodson; (30) Gerald & Patty 

Piper (5/03/1958), Kenneth & Debbie Kidd 5/03/1975); Andy & Hannah 

Rutherford (5/18/2018); James & Regina Rowland (5/23/1974). 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

What Makes a Successful Church? 
 

     The answer to that question depends on whom you ask. Most people 

think a successful church is measured in large numbers, big budgets, 

programs that meet their needs, and state-of-the-art facilities. 

     However, none of those “standards” are proof of success. In fact, each 

one of those standards could just as well be present in a dead church. Do 

you remember the church at Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6)? This was a church 

that had a good reputation and was alive and well in the eyes of the 

community, but in the eyes of God, they were dead (Revelation 3:1). 

     Apparently, God doesn’t see as we see (Isaiah 55:8-9), and he doesn’t 

measure success in the same way that we measure success. While there is 

nothing wrong with numbers, programs, big budgets, and large facilities, 

a church can be successful in the eyes of God without possessing a single 

one of these qualities. 

     What, then, is the measure of a successful church?  

     Christians who humbly try to live out the Lordship of Jesus in their 

lives daily. 

     Christians who love the truth supremely, who will not allow their own 

personal desires or situations to skew their perception of God’s 

revelation. 

     Christians who are committed to moral living and are more concerned 

with godliness than fitting in with society. 

     Christians who love peace more than they do a fight and who love the 

calmness of unity more than the rhetoric of a fuss. 

     Christians who support the weak, restore the fallen, and reaffirm their 

love and commitment to those who have stumbled.   

     Now, these characteristics would make a successful church!  And 

note: It’s not about size, big budgets, programs, or facilities. Rather, it’s 

about inward transformation and spirituality.  And here’s the best news of 

all: we don’t have to have large numbers, multimillion-dollar budgets, or 

state-of-the-art facilities. The qualities that bring success and constitute 

greatness in God’s eyes are qualities that are within our reach. 
 

Steve Higginbotham - Karns Church of Christ,  Knoxville, TN 

about:blank

