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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16)

Elders:

Barry Cook
(615-735-3194)
Michael Hackett
(615-735-7046)
Johnny Law
(615-735-1240)
R.W. Vincent
(615-735-0361)

Pulpit Minister:
Sam Willcut

(615-489-3211)

Youth Minister:
Justin Mauldin
(931-319-6548)

Secretary:
Kristi Hassler

(615-489-5144)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

711 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 88
Carthage, TN 37030
(615-735-0114)

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday Worship
9:00 A.M. & 11:00 AM

Bible Study
Sunday Morning 10:15 A.M.

Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net
Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net

Deacons:

Josh Brown
(931-319-9994)
Brian Denton
(615-735-7176)
Tony Hackett
(615-735-9037)
Steve Harper
(615-735-2651)
Jeremy Hassler
(931-335-1884)
Chris Hicks
(615-418-6472)
Jerry Hicks
(615-418-6637)
Justin Mauldin
(931-319-6548)
Andy Rutherford
(615-418-5050)
Dusty Whitaker
(615-709-1086)

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.
(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)

For Transportation to Services
615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637

“VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”

WHAT DOES THE DEATH OF CHRIST MEAN TO YOU?

“For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that
if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that
they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto
him which died for them, and rose again” [2 Corinthians 5:14-15].

Suppose that [ was condemned to die, and someone died in
my stead that I might go free. What would my feeling towards that
person be? Would I not feel indebted to that person as long as I live?
Would I not feel that I would never be able to do enough to repay the
fact that I am alive when I ought to be dead? This is the way it is with
us in view of Christ. We were lost, hopeless, helpless, and Jesus came
to take our place that we might go free and live.

In Second Corinthians, Paul is defending his apostleship, and
beginning with the aforementioned text, he gives his motivation for
serving the Lord as he does. The word “constraineth” literally means,
“to hold together”—Paul felt that when he came to know the real
meaning of the death of Christ, it left him no choice but to serve the
Lord the rest of his life with all the dedication that he had. This is the
reason that he sees his sufferings and trials in view of that which he
presented earlier (cf. 4:1-5:13)—it was a light affliction that lasted
only for a moment in view of what God has done for him when Christ
died upon the cross.

Now, in view of the fact that Christ took our place on the
cross, that ought to have an effect on our lives as God intended, and
Paul is an example of that as we see in this text. The death of Christ
ought to bring about the crucifixion of self on our part—the denial of
self (cf. Romans 5:17-6:12). Therefore, what Paul has written here is
similar to what Paul wrote to the Romans. In view of the fact that
Christ died for us—stood in our place and took our place to die in our
behalf—then it behooves us to see that we live for Him. He becomes
the reason for which we live. Thus, we need to ponder deeply and
often the real meaning of the death of Christ in relationship to our
lives. What does the death of Christ mean to you?

When we really think about what Christ did for us, this ought
to lay hold of our heart, constrain and leave us with no choice but to
dedicate our all to Him. Thus, if we have the idea that what we are
doing for the Lord is out of a sense of obligation and duty rather than a
sense of gratitude for what He has done for us, we have not really
come to understand and grasp the full meaning of the cross. If we
could just realize the fact that we were the ones who ought to be on
that cross and that Jesus took our place there in order that we might
live eternally, I believe we will come to see Christianity in the proper
light.

--Sam Willcut
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From the preacher’s heart...

Next week is VBS, and [ am so excited! We are going to study
V-Bee-S, and here is how the week will look:

* Monday Night—“Be Kind” (Jonathan Burns, Findlay,
Sparta)

* Tuesday Night—"“Be Forgiving” (Dan Chambers, Concord
Road, Brentwood)

* Wednesday Night—“Be Strong” (Jon Mitchell, East Main,
Murfreesboro)

* Thursday Night—“Be a Worker” (Alan Judd, Crossville)

Each night will begin at 6:30 PM and should conclude
around 8:00 PM. There will be songs, puppets, refreshments,
and lots of opportunities to learn more about God’s word in an
exciting environment! If you would like to help with
refreshments, see Susan Law, and if you would like to help in
any other way, see Andy Rutherford. Hope you are making your
plans to come and bring a friend!

In addition, our Summer Series will begin the Wednesday
night after VBS, and we will be studying the theme,
“Challenging Questions for Challenging Times.” We have a
great lineup of speakers and subjects, and we are hoping you
will get excited about this, too! There is a flyer for this as well
in the foyer; please invite all!

JSCYC is just mere weeks away! Registration is open, and
campers and staff are encouraged to register either online
(www.jscyc.org) or with a regular paper application (there are
some in the foyer). Justin Mauldin has been working hard as a
co-director; if you have any questions about camp, see Justin.

We have quite a number of members and relatives/friends
of members who are sick and in need of our prayers. It was so
great to see Kenneth Kidd and his family last Sunday, as we
have missed them dearly; there are others that we miss, as well.
Let us do all that we can to encourage, pray, and help those we
can!

Congratulations to Jonah Mauldin, who was recently
selected to 4th Grade Principal’s List at UHS, and to Christina
Stout, who was Student of the Week recently at UHS!
Congratulations to Aubrey Hicks and Scarlett Hicks for
competing recently at the Smith County 2025 4-H State Archery
Jamboree! Way to go, all of you!

May God bless us all, and I love you! -Sam Willcut

NEWS & NOTES:

SICK: Jerry Driver, Amanda Hicks’ dad, had knee replacement surgery
yesterday. Randy Wakefield, Janice Silcox’s brother, had surgery last
Thursday and is now recovering at home. We were so glad to see Kenneth
& Debbie Kidd with us Sunday morning. Continue to keep them in your
prayers. Floralee Rogers, Jeremy Hassler’s grandmother, has spent time in
the hospital and is now in a rehab facility in Crossville.

CONGREGATION EVENTS: VBS is next week, June 2-6! Be inviting
friends and family to attend. Flyers are available in the foyer to spread the
word. Our Summer Series begins on Wednesday, June 11 and continues
throughout the summer quarter on Wednesday evenings. There are also
flyers available for this in the foyer. Friday Night Singing will be here
August 1. Meal at 5:30 PM, Singing at 7PM.

June 11: "How can | be saved when | still struggle with sin?"
(Tyler Alverson, Highland Heights, Lebanon)

June 18: "Must | withdraw fellowship from my family?"
(Joshua Kennedy, Cookeville)

June 25: "Is same sex attraction sinful?"

(Kevin Daughrity, Sycamore, Cookeville)

Continue to pray for the following: Sarah Tripp; Darrell Vincent; Randy
Risher; Danny Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor;
Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks;
Jennifer Johnson; Hale Wright; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara
Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin;
Emogene Long; Patty Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa
Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Donnie Herd; Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd;
Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts;
Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Sharon
Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Todd Smith; John Jones; and
Brenda Forrest. Please let Kristi know if there is anyone that needs to be
added or removed from this list.

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains
(Pavilion — Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality —
Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality — Lebanon).
MILITARY: Korrey King — USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King);

Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry
(USMO).

“Greaten leve has ne ene but this: te Loy dewwn
one’y lige forv his puiends.” Johwn 15:13

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug,
and Nov. Summer Series begins here June 11. We will have a different
speaker each Wednesday evening. Make plans to be here for each of
these lessons. There is a schedule of speakers posted in the foyer and
several flyers are available to give out as well. VBS at Silver Point
church of Christ June 9-11 (Mon-Wed) 6-7:30PM. VBS at Crossville
church of Christ June 9-12 6PM Nightly. VBS at Liberty church of Christ
Saturday, June 21 10AM-noon. JSCYC will be July 13-18. Polishing the
Pulpit will be in Sevierville, TN August 15-21.

Life is in the Blood

If you have ever went to the doctor for a checkup and had a blood
test done, likely you received a report that showed many results. Now, |
remember from science class many moons ago that the blood delivers
nutrients and oxygen to the body’s cells. But our blood carries so much
more than that. It’s amazing what all our blood can reveal. For example,
if you look at your blood test results, you may see such familiar
categories as glucose, sodium, potassium, calcium, and protein. You may
even see categories that you have no idea what they are but your doctor
knows that are important to check, like creatinine, albumin, globulin,
bilirubin, and alanine transaminase. Truly the importance of blood cannot
be underestimated. It carries many life-sustaining substances.

Humans have not always known the importance of blood. Many
people died in the olden days due to barbaric bloodletting processes that
were designed to get the “bad blood” out of a person’s system. In fact,
this is how George Washington died. No, people have not always known
of the importance of blood, but they should have. All they had to do was
read their Bibles. In Genesis 9, God gave Noah and family some
important instructions concerning matters in the new world after the
flood. One of these instructions was, “Every moving thing that lives shall
be food for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs. But
you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood” (Gen. 9:3-4). And
the Lord spoke to Moses to deliver to the people the reason that blood
sacrifices were required, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I
have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for
it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul...for it is the life of all
flesh. Its blood sustains its life...” (Lev. 17:11, 14).

Yes, through modern medical research, we now know more than
ever that blood is very important. God, of course, knew this all along,
since He created us and knows how our bodies function. Without a doubt,
blood equals life. Also, this is a great reminder of how Christ’s blood
equals eternal life (Matt. 26:28; John 6:53-56; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19;
Rev. 1:5). Knowing how important it truly is, are you sure that you have
properly contacted Christ’s life-giving blood (Rom. 6:3-5)?

Edd Sterchi
Broadway Church of Christ
Campbellsville, KY







