Challenging Questions in Challenging Times

June 11: "How can | be saved when | still struggle with sin?"
(Tyler Alverson, Highland Heights, Lebanon)
June 18: "Must | withdraw fellowship from my family?”
(Joshua Kennedy, Cookeville)
June 25: "Is same sex attraction sinful?”
(Kevin Daughrity, Sycamore, Cookeville)
July 2: "How can | overcome my addictions?”
(Keith Parker, Hendersonville)
July 9: "If ’'m struggling with grief, does God really love me?”
(Carver Moore, Liberty)
July 16: "Does the church even care if | am here?”
(Ethan Foister, Montrose)
July 23: "Is God racist?”
(Ross Haffner, Fountain Head, Portland)
July 30: "Must | marry a Christian?"
(Bud Woodall, Portland)
August 6: "How can | know if God really answers my prayers?”
(Bill Boyd, Rockliff, McMinnville)
August 13: "How can | trust the Bible with so much religious division?"
(Bart Warren, South Green Street, Glasgow, KY)
August 20: "How can | be passionate about God and my Christianity?"
(Wayne Miller, Highway 109, Lebanon)
August 27: "How can | be a generous steward when I’m drowning in debt?”
(Robert Jefferies, Southaven, MS)

Classes start at 7:00 p.m. each night
Join us at: 711 Main St. N., Carthage, TN 37030

SMITH COUNTY
-2 S W

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16)
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“VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE A DAD?

Fly a kite together.
Read to your child.
Use good manners.

Set a good example.
Keep your promises.
Make a kite together.
Go for walks together.
Listen to your children.

Resolve conflict quickly.

Set clear, consistent limits.

Take your children to work.

Know your children’s friends.

Take your children to worship.

Show your children lots of affection.

Spend time one-on-one with each child.

Help your children with their homework.
Open a savings account for your children.
Tell your children about your own childhood.
Let your children help with household chores.
Go to the zoo, museums, ball games as a family.

Consider how your decisions will affect your children.

--Sam Willcut
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From the preacher’s heart...

Last week, we really enjoyed a fabulous VBS, and I heard nothing but
great things from everyone. Both adults and children alike learned lessons
from God’s creation of the bees in the animal kingdom, specifically the
need to be kind, be forgiving, be strong, and to be a worker. There are a
number of people for whom we should thank, starting with our
spectacular teachers (Rita Apple, Becca Brown, Peggy Denton, Lelani
Faustina, Alex & Denise Hackett, Tammy Harper, Kristi Hassler, Amanda
Hicks, Sarah Mauldin, Pam Morris, Hannah Rutherford, Mia Whitaker,
and Melissa Willcut), our visiting speakers in the adult auditorium class,
Susan Law and her committed cadre of refreshment workers, our hilarious
puppet team, Johnny Law for leading singing each night, and the
dedicated deacons and families who decorated, cleaned up, and all who
had a hand in making VBS a very special annual event. So many of you
invited guests, brought visitors, attended regularly, prayed for its success,
and displayed a positive attitude throughout! Way to go, Carthage!

This week, the summer quarter in our Wednesday PM auditorium
Bible class will enjoy our Summer Series on the theme, “Challenging
Questions for Challenging Times.” We have a great lineup of speakers
and subjects, starting tonight with Tyler Alverson from Highland Heights
in Lebanon answering the question, “How can I be saved when I still
struggle with sin?” and next week, Joshua Kennedy from Cookeville will
answer the question, “Must I withdraw fellowship from my family?” If
you have not picked one up yet, there is a flyer for this in the foyer; please
get excited and invite all you can!

JSCYC is just mere weeks away! Justin Mauldin has been working
hard as co-director; if you have any questions about camp, see Justin.
There will be a mandatory staff meeting at the Bagdad congregation on
Friday night, June 27, and there will be a JSCYC Singing at the
Richmond Chapel congregation in Jackson County on Saturday night,
June 28, beginning at 5:00 PM.

Carthage is about to get involved in some jail ministry with
our county jail, as we are planning on conducting a worship service on
Sunday afternoons, and to help us accommodate a time for the female
inmates, we already have a half dozen women who have agreed to help
out on a rotational basis. As 2025 is the year to increase involvement, |
would say that this is a wonderful sign of growth in just such a direction!

On Sunday, June 22, we will be having a couple of guest
speakers; we hope you will be able to be here and encourage them in their
respective ministries!

Congratulations to Jonah Mauldin, who made 4th Grade Principal’s
List at UHS, and to Jessa Klamm for making 6th Grade Honor Roll at
SCMS! Congratulations to Aubrey & Scarlett Hicks for being highlighted
in a recent edition of The Carthage Courier for participating in 4-H Youth
Barn Quilt class. Way to go, all of you!

May God bless us all, and I love you!

-Sam Willcut

NEWS & NOTES:

SICK: We are happy to announce that Beau Hackett was able to go home
from the hospital this week! Continue to keep Seth, Rachel, & Beau in
your prayers. John Jones was able to receive a heart transplant last week.
He remains in ICU and will step down as progress is made. Jerry Driver,
Amanda Hicks’ father is now at Riverview Regional for rehabilitation after
knee replacement. Linda Cook spent some time in Summit Hospital with
kidney stones earlier this week.

SYMPATHY: Our sympathy is extended to the family of Derrick Triplett
(former member here) in the recent passing of his father, Milton Triplett.
He passed away Friday, June 6 in Oak Ridge. Please keep this family in
your prayers.

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Our Summer Series begins tonight and
continues throughout the summer quarter on Wednesday evenings. There
are also available for this in the foyer. Youth Fellowship will be at the
home of Chris & Amanda Hicks on Sunday, June 22 at SPM. JSCYC
Staff Meeting will be Friday, June 27 at Bagdad church of Christ at
6:30PM. All staff are asked to attend. Friday Night Singing will be here
August 1. Meal at 5:30 PM, Singing at 7PM.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES: Matthew Jones (5); Angela
White, Jacob Mauldin (7); Robert Henry (8); Russell Vincent (12); Ken
Hensley (13); Maizy Rutherford (14); Denise Hackett (15); Melinda
Spivey (17); Jaden Apple-Gibbs, Seth Hackett (21); Molly Jones, Patty
Piper (22); Kristi Hassler (26); Tanner Austin (28); Barry Cook (29);
Janice Silcox (30). Justin & Sarah Mauldin (6/02/2012); Chris & Courtney
Washer (6/02/2012); Hale & Elaine Wright (6/5/1964); Jerry & Mary
Phillips (6/10/1967); Jeremy & Kristi Hassler (6/16/2007); Eric & Casey
Swann (6/19/2009); Michael & Denise Hackett (6/25/1994); Robert &
Charlotte Henry (6/25) Chris & Susan Klamm (6/26/2007).

Continue to pray for the following: Sarah Tripp; Darrell Vincent; Randy
Risher; Danny Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor;
Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks;
Jennifer Johnson; Hale Wright; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara
Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin;
Emogene Long; Patty Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa
Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Donnie Herd; Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd;
Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts;
Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Sharon
Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Todd Smith; John Jones; and
Brenda Forrest. Please let Kristi know if there is anyone that needs to be
added or removed from this list.

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains
(Pavilion — Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality —
Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality — Lebanon).
MILITARY: Korrey King — USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King);

Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry
(USMOQ).

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug,
and Nov. VBS at Liberty church of Christ Saturday, June 21 10AM-
noon. JSCYC will be July 13-18. Gospel Meeting at Montrose church of
Christ with Bro. Matthew Scoggins July 15-19, Sun 9AM, 10:15AM, &
10:45 AM, M-Th 7PM. Gospel Meeting at Buffalo Valley church of
Christ June 15-18, Sun 9AM, 10AM, & 1PM, M-W 7PM. Speaker: Neil
Hight. Gospel Meeting at Bethel church of Christ in Lebanon June 15-
18, Sun 10AM, 11AM, & 7:30PM, M-W 7PM. Speaker: Ken Thomas.
JSCYC Singing will be at Richmond Chapel on June 28 beginning at
5PM. Polishing the Pulpit will be in Sevierville, TN August 15-21.

Work Our Wings Off

Beekeepers know that a bee’s age is determined by the condition of its
wings. Because bees constantly work, their wings get a lot of wear and
tear. Young bees have wide, well-formed wings, whereas older bees have
narrow, torn, and tattered wings.

The bee does not die of old age. It dies when its wings are completely
worn out and it can no longer work or fly. Near the point of death, the
bee points itself away from the beehive and begins to fly, never to return
again. The bee literally wears itself out working!

There is a spiritual lesson here for us. As Christians, we must be diligent
servants, doing the work of the Lord. When Jesus evaluated the spiritual
condition of the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2-3), their degree of
acceptance was directly proportional to the kind and amount of work they
were doing.

The inspired writer James, “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer
of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed” (James 1:25).

Let us be people who are willing to “work our wings off” in the Lord’s
service.







