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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 

 
                             MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:      711 N. Main Street                 Deacons:  

Barry Cook                                          P.O. Box 88                                    Josh Brown 

(615-735-3194)                              Carthage, TN 37030                             (931-319-9994) 

Michael Hackett                                (615-735-0114)                                 Brian Denton 

(615- 735-7046)                (615-735-7176) 

Johnny Law                Tony Hackett 

(615-735-1240)                                 (615-735-9037)  

R.W. Vincent                 Steve Harper 

(615-735-0361)                (615-735-2651) 

           SCHEDULE OF SERVICES                        Jeremy Hassler 

Pulpit Minister:                   Sunday Worship             (931-335-1884) 

Sam Willcut              9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M             Chris Hicks 

(615-489-3211)                                       (615-418-6472)   

                    Bible Study             Jerry Hicks 

Youth Minister:                 Sunday Morning    10:15 A.M.                      (615-418-6637)     

Justin Mauldin          Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.                      Justin Mauldin 

(931-319-6548)                                            (931-319-6548) 

                                                                               Andy Rutherford         

Secretary:                                                                                                      (615-418-5050) 

Kristi Hassler                                                                                               Dusty Whitaker  

(615-489-5144)                                 (615-709-1086)                                             

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube 

                                   

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.                

(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)   

                                               For Transportation to Services 

615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637 

     

 

                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    

DRIVE SIN OUT! 
 

 In Matthew 21:12, when Jesus entered Jerusalem, He went into 

the temple. He saw the Jews who were selling doves to those who needed 

sacrificial animals. They were exchanging foreign money to make a 

profit. He described them as a “den of thieves.” This is one of the very few 

cases where we actually see the Lamb of God becoming the Lion of 

Judah. Jesus drove them out of the temple, overthrowing their tables and 

making the point that the temple is no place for sin. In other words, Jesus 

drove sin out of the temple. The Bible commands us to drive sin out of the 

temple as well. 

 We are to drive sin out of our own lives. Paul tells us that our 

body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20). As Jesus drove sin 

out of the temple, we have an obligation to drive sin out of the temple as 

well. Jesus said, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 

likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). The longer we let sin cultivate in our lives, 

the stronger the roots of Satan will grow. 

 We are to drive sin out of the church. Paul hears of a report of 

fornication in the church at Corinth, and their attitude was being “puffed 

up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might 

be taken away from among you” (1 Cor. 5:2). Their attitude needed to 

change to “deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 

that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:5). We 

must purge old leaven. The Bible gives various scriptures to withdraw 

from ungodly brethren. Elders have the responsibility to rebuke sinful 

brethren and false teachers. In order to maintain the purity of the church, 

Christ knew that sin must be driven out of the spiritual temple (Eph. 2:20-

22), just as he drove sin out of the temple in Jerusalem. 

 We are to drive sin out of our nation. We are in a time where sin 

is becoming increasingly rampant in America. The voices of many are 

taking God out of our country. We need to stop this sinful assault against 

our Jehovah God. What can we do? We can pray! Paul tells us of our 

obligation to pray for our leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-2). If there was ever a time 

when our leaders needed us, as Christians, praying for them, then the time 

is now! We need to be praying that our nation will have respectable men 

who can lead us. When the time comes to choose leaders for our nation, 

we must vote sensibly. We need to examine the candidates, including their 

record and their beliefs. We already have too much legalized sin; we 

certainly do not need any more. It is bad enough fighting sin that is 

against the law, but fighting legalized sin seems to be more difficult. 

Above all, we must voice the gospel (Rom. 1:16). When the church 

changes politicians with the greatest news of all—the gospel of Jesus 

Christ—then it will forever change politics (Mark 16:15-16). 

 Jesus promised, “Ask, and it shall be given you; see, and ye shall 

find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matt. 7:7). After Jesus 

drove the buyers and sellers out of the temple, he said, “It is written, My 

house shall be called the house of prayer.” I aspire that we will drive sin 

out so that we may be called “the house of prayer”—our lives, our 

congregations and our nation!         --Sam Willcut 

http://www.carthagechurchofchrist./


From the preacher’s heart…          
     Melissa and I just returned back from a well-needed time of vacation, 

and while we greatly enjoyed ourselves in Florida, I am oft reminded of 

the words of Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz, “There is no place like 

home!” We definitely missed our church family and are invigorated as we 

return. I am sure that everyone appreciated our guest speakers last Sunday 

(Zack Holmes & Chad Ramsey)! 

     This Sunday will be our Fifth Sunday service, so we are eagerly 

looking forward to Justin Mauldin delivering the first service, and our 

young men participating in the second service. Moreover, the church will 

be having a potluck meal afterwards, with the congregation providing 

pizza, and members are asked to provide salads and desserts. It is going to 

be a great Lord’s Day! 

     With this being our fifth Sunday, we will be having a devotional 

service at Pavilion Senior Living in South Carthage this Sunday afternoon 

at 2:00 PM. Please come and help support this wonderful work! 

     Our Wednesday PM Summer Series really kicked off with a bang! We 

have enjoyed two great lessons thus far, and tonight, we have Kevin 

Daughrity from Sycamore in Cookeville answering the challenging 

question, “Is Same Sex Attraction Sinful?” What a challenging question!!! 

Make your plans to be with us every Wednesday night this summer!  

     Our next major activity is JSCYC! There will be a mandatory staff 

meeting this Friday night at Bagdad (6:30 PM), and on Saturday night, 

everyone is invited to the Richmond Chapel congregation for a preview of 

singing that will take place at 5:00 PM. Of course, we have many 

members who are gearing up for the second week of July! 

     I am so proud of our ladies here at Carthage, who really stepped up to 

the challenge and involved themselves with the prospects of jail ministry. 

Lord willing, we will begin offering worship services on Sunday 

afternoons to both men and women in our county jail. Thanks to everyone 

who volunteered! Way to go, Carthage! 

     We extend our thanks to Chris & Amanda Hicks for hosting our 

monthly youth devotional this past Sunday; I heard it was a huge success! 

We will continue to keep everyone informed about our next one in July. 

     We recently had a large contingency of our children participate in our 

local Smith County Playhouse Theater Camp, when they performed the 

musical, “Finding Nemo.” Congratulations to all of our children who were 

involved, I know you all did an amazing job! Moreover, we appreciate 

those members who went and supported them with their attendance! 

      Congratulations to Jay & Jessa Klamm, Josie Morris, Dayne & Taylor 

Swann, and Ainsley & Drake Washer for all being selected and competing 

recently in Smith County Baseball & Softball All-Stars!  

      May God bless us all, and I love you!    

                        

 

 
 -Sam Willcut                

NEWS & NOTES: 
SICK: We’re glad that Cheryl Hicks was able to be with us this past 

Sunday after spending time at St. Thomas West for several days. She does 

not need surgery at this time to remove the tumor on her heart. Faye 

Maberry needs our prayers as she did not get a good report from her doctor 

a couple of weeks ago. She also requests prayers for her nephew, Larry 

Hammock, who has cancer and is not doing well right now. John Jones 

was discharged from the hospital last week and is staying with relatives as 

he recovers. Linda Cook is waiting for treatment plan to remove the large 

kidney stone she’s been dealing with the last few weeks. Candace 

Richmond recently had surgery on her hand and requests prayers for her 

recovery. 
 

SYMPATHY: We extend our sympathy to Amanda Hicks & family in the 

recent passing of her grandmother, Edna Dickens. She passed away 

Saturday, June 14, and her memorial service was conducted on Monday, 

June 16 at Sanderson Funeral Home. 
 

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Nashville Sounds Baseball Game will 

be July 26. Please sign the list on the bulletin board if you are interested in 

going. We are collecting items for Potter Children’s Home. There is a list 

of items needed posted in the foyer. They will be here to collect the items 

on July 20. Friday Night Singing will be here August 1. Meal at 5:30 PM, 

Singing at 7PM. 
 

Continue to pray for the following: Hal Kirby; Emberly O’Conner; Asher 

Davidson; David Tucker; Larry Hammock; Sarah Tripp; Darrell Vincent; 

Randy Risher; Danny Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; Bobby Cross; Joe 

Taylor; Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; Carol Taylor; Dimple 

Hicks; Jennifer Johnson; Hale Wright; Louise Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; 

Barbara Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; 

Emogene Long; Patty Roberts; Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa 

Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; Donnie Herd; Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd; 

Linda & Blythe Myers; Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; 

Jerry & Mary Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Sharon 

Halliburton; Patricia Brooks; Dayton Jamison; Todd Smith; John Jones; and 

Brenda Forrest.  Please let Kristi know if there is anyone that needs to be 

added or removed from this list. 

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains 

(Pavilion – Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality – 

Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality – Lebanon).  

MILITARY: Korrey King – USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); 

Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry 

(USMC).  

 

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug, 

and Nov. JSCYC Staff Meeting will be Friday, June 27 at Bagdad 

church of Christ at 6:30PM. All staff members are expected to attend. 

JSCYC Singing will be at Richmond Chapel on June 28 beginning at 

5PM. VBS at Gordonsville church of Christ Saturday, June 28 from 

9AM-2PM. JSCYC will be July 13-18. Polishing the Pulpit will be in 

Sevierville, TN August 15-21. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Actions Without Authorization    
   

     All through the Bible, we see an important principle revealed: we are not to 

change what God has authorized. 

     In Leviticus 10, Nadab and Abihu, priests of God, offered a kind of fire for the 

burning of incense that God had not authorized (v.1). As a result, God struck 

them dead (v.2-3). 

     In 2 Chronicles 26, King Uzziah, who was doing his best to follow God’s 

ways (v.1-15), decided one day to do something God had not authorized. He 

entered the temple to burn incense before the Lord even though only priests were 

authorized to do so (v.16-18). Consequently, God punished him with leprosy 

which remained with him the rest of his life (v.19-21). 

     In Matthew 15, the Pharisees insisted on a certain hand washing procedure as 

a part of worship which God had not authorized (v.1-6). Because of this, Jesus 

informed them, through a prophecy of Isaiah, that their worship was not accepted 

by God (v.8-9). 

     In 2 Timothy 4, Paul reminds Timothy that he needed to keep teaching the 

truth because there would be those who would not follow God’s authorized ways 

and fall prey to false doctrine (v.1-4; see also 1 Timothy 4:1-3). The context of 

the passages are that they are endangering their souls by disobeying God. 

     On and on we could go, but I think you get the idea. God desires us to follow 

His authorized pattern—for salvation, for life, for worship, for everything we do. 

It’s serious business with Him, and it needs to be just as serious with us. For us 

today, He has given us the New Testament Scriptures for all instructions in life 

and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). 

     So here’s the principle to remember: Actions without authorization are 

dangerous. We jeopardize our lives, souls, and our relationship with God when 

we stray away from His authorized instructions. Many people conduct their lives 

(physical and spiritual) based upon what they feel or what is popular in society. 

In using these as barometers for approval of God, they place themselves on very 

thin ice. Why not just look to the Word of God for approved actions and stick 

with them, knowing that we will please our Father in heaven in by so doing? 
 

Edd Sterchi 
Broadway Church of Christ 

Campbellsville, KY 

 


