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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 

 
                             MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:      711 N. Main Street                 Deacons:  

Barry Cook                                          P.O. Box 88                                    Josh Brown 

(615-735-3194)                              Carthage, TN 37030                             (931-319-9994) 

Michael Hackett                                (615-735-0114)                                 Brian Denton 

(615- 735-7046)                (615-735-7176) 

Johnny Law                Tony Hackett 

(615-735-1240)                                 (615-735-9037)  

R.W. Vincent                 Steve Harper 

(615-735-0361)                (615-735-2651) 

           SCHEDULE OF SERVICES                        Jeremy Hassler 

Pulpit Minister:                   Sunday Worship             (931-335-1884) 

Sam Willcut              9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M             Chris Hicks 

(615-489-3211)                                       (615-418-6472)   

                    Bible Study             Jerry Hicks 

Youth Minister:                 Sunday Morning    10:15 A.M.                      (615-418-6637)     

Justin Mauldin          Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M.                      Justin Mauldin 

(931-319-6548)                                            (931-319-6548) 

                                                                               Andy Rutherford         

Secretary:                                                                                                      (615-418-5050) 

Kristi Hassler                                                                                               Dusty Whitaker  

(615-489-5144)                                 (615-709-1086)                                             

Email: secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Sunday & Wednesday Services broadcast on Facebook & YouTube 

                                   

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.                

(615-735-0114 or 615-489-5144 or secretary@carthagechurchofchrist.net)   

                                               For Transportation to Services 

615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637 

     

 

                    “VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”    

UZZAH’S SIN 
Years ago, I communicated with a brother from Houston, Texas, who 

supported the notion that worship does not have a pattern. To support his 

hypothesis, the brother wrote the following statement: “Yet there is not one 

example in the whole Bible, so far as I can find, of any person whom God 

punished or even reprimanded, for making an honest mistake while clearly trying 

to do the right thing with a reverent attitude.” I replied in challenge to that 

statement with the example of Uzzah. His response to me: “Uzzah did not die as a 

humble man who made a well-meaning mistake, but as a man with a serious 

attitude problem,” and then tried to use Second Samuel 6:7 to support his position. 

To answer such a charge, let us notice more carefully Uzzah’s sin. Notice some 

translations of Second Samuel 6:7 that he attempted to use to answer my question: 
 

“And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there 

for his error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, KJV). 

“And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there 

for his error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, ASV). 

“Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there 

for his error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, NKJV). 

“And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there 

because he put forth his hand to the ark...” (2 Samuel 6:7, RSV). 

“And the anger of Jehovah burneth against Uzzah, and God smiteth him there for 

the error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, YLT). 

“And the wrath of the Lord, burning against Uzzah, sent destruction on him 

because he had put his hand on the ark...” (2 Samuel 6:7, BBE). 

“And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there 

for his error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, DBY). 

“And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah. And God struck him there 

for the error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, MKJV). 

“The anger of Yahweh was kindled against Uzzah; and God struck him there for 

his error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, WEB). 

“The Lord was angry with Uzzah and killed him because of what he did...” (2 

Samuel 6:7, NCV). 

“And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down 

there because of his error...” (2 Samuel 6:7, ESV). 
 

Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon alludes that this passage is 

disputed. According to this Hebrew lexicon, the actual meaning of the phrase “for 

his error” in the KJV means, “for his hastiness, suddenly, because he acted in 

error” (p. 1016). However, one translation of this passage I have yet to give is 

probably the most compelling: “The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because 

of his irreverent act...” (2 Samuel 6:7, NIV). 

  Therefore, from the passages quoted above, Uzzah was not slain because 

his attitude was irreverent, but because his action of touching the ark was 

irreverent; the reason being is that it was forbidden—“but they shall not touch any 

holy thing, lest they die” (Numbers 4:15). The preceding verse in Second Samuel 

shows why he did so—“for the oxen stumbled” (6:6), not because of an irreverent 

heart, but a sincere mistake. That is why David is displeased to hear of Uzzah’s 

death (6:8ff). Until he comes to find out exactly how God had already prescribed 

the transportation of the ark (priests bearing on rods), they were guilty of doing 

things in a false manner. My point is this—since God has already prescribed our 

worship and service to him, it is a serious matter how we accomplish such. God 

will not save those who are simply sincere, for we must combine sincerity 

with divine revelation in His holy will.          
--Sam Willcut 

http://www.carthagechurchofchrist./


From the preacher’s heart…      
     Well, another year of JSCYC is in the history books, and what an 

eventful year it was! While there was much around which to manage 

(injuries, weather, etc.), there was more than enough good to make up for 

it. The largest week yet to date (more than 230 in actual attendance) 

reaped at least four (4) baptisms and at least eight (8) public restorations, 

but this does not count the ongoing Bible studies that began in the cabins 

late at night, or the prayers between counselors and campers, or the seeds 

planted from the wonderful job that the teachers and preachers had done! 

Please keep the campers and staff in your prayers, and God will continue 

to give much increase! We appreciate Justin Mauldin serving as one of the 

Assistant Directors, and the almost forty (40) members from Carthage 

who were there as either staff or camper. Carthage represented well, and 

they represented the Lord as well! 

     Last week, we enjoyed Ethan Foister from Montrose speaking on our 

Wednesday PM Summer Series, and he continued the great job that all 

before him have also done! Tonight, we plan to have Ross Haffner from 

Fountain Head in Portland to speak to us on the challenging question, “Is 

God racist?”, and next week, we plan to have Bud Woodall from the 

Portland congregation speak to us on the challenging question, “Must I 

marry a Christian?” Please plan to attend with us—you will not be 

disappointed! 

     We still have quite a number of activities on the near horizon for us to 

keep in mind—please put these in your calendars and involve yourselves 

accordingly: 

•David & Amanda Cross are going to have an official wedding 

ceremony this Friday night, July 25, at 7:00 PM, and they are inviting 

their church family to attend. 

•On Saturday, July 26, there will be a trip to the Nashville Sounds 

baseball game that evening. 

•On Sunday, July 27, we will be having our 4th Sunday Singing 

service and a potluck meal to follow. Later that day at 5:00 PM, we 

will be having a congregational fellowship at Crump Paris Park, 

including a softball game. See Justin Mauldin for more information! 

•On Friday, August 1, we will be hosting our Annual Singing. Supper 

will be at 5:30 PM; and the singing will begin at 7:00 PM. The church 

is providing BBQ, and there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 

the foyer for members to bring sides and desserts. 

•On Sunday, August 3, we will be conducting a service at the local 

nursing home here in town at 2:00 PM. 

•Our mid-week morning Bible class will resume on Wednesday, 

August 6, at 10:30 AM. Everyone is invited; if you need a book, see 

me. 

     Congratulations to Jay Klamm, whose Junior League Baseball All-Star 

team won the state tournament (they are playing this week at the Junior 

League Baseball Southeast Regional Tournament in Bridgeport, VA)! 

Congratulations to Jessa Klamm, whose 12U Softball All-Star Team 

placed second at the state tournament! 

May God bless us all, and I love you!                         -Sam Willcut                

NEWS & NOTES: 
SICK: Nick Morris was transferred to Skyline Medical  Center after a 

stay at Riverview for treatment of a stroke. Sarah Mauldin is scheduled 

to have surgery for the injury to her eye next Wednesday. Prayers have 

been requested for Mark Manning, grandfather to Noah & Emmy 

Vincent. He has kidney failure and has been moved home with hospice 

and comfort care. Continue to keep Micah Scoggins in your prayers. 

He had surgery last week to drain infection from his right wrist. It is 

showing improvement, but his left arm, where IV was placed, has been 

giving complications. Emery Dodson is scheduled to have a surgical 

procedure tomorrow at Vanderbilt Children's Hospital. 
 

SYMPATHY: Our sympathy is extended to the family of Faye 

Maberry in the recent passing of her niece, Delores Parker.  
 

CONGREGATION EVENTS: Nashville Sounds Baseball Game 

will be July 26. Please sign the list on the bulletin board if you are 

interested in going. Fellowship at Crump Paris on Sunday, July 27 at 

5PM. Bring gloves and softball gear for a fun game of softball. Friday 

Night Singing will be here August 1. Meal at 5:30 PM, Singing at 

7PM. Bible Bowl will take place on September 20 at TTU Hooper 

Eblen Center. Practices will begin on Wednesday, July 23 at 5PM. 

There will be a sign-up list in the foyer to provide meals for the kids. 
 

Continue to pray for the following: Hal Kirby; Emberly O’Conner; 

Asher Davidson; David Tucker; Larry Hammock; Sarah Tripp; Darrell 

Vincent; Randy Risher; Danny Clere; Ricky Harris; Gage Coldwater; 

Bobby Cross; Joe Taylor; Russell Davis; Michelle Allen; James Johnson; 

Carol Taylor; Dimple Hicks; Jennifer Johnson; Hale Wright; Louise 

Eldridge; Barbara Silcox; Barbara Jenkins; Brenda Copeland; Faye 

Maberry; Bobby King; Jerry Martin; Emogene Long; Patty Roberts; 

Sherrie Lawrence; Kenneth Kidd; Tim & Lisa Brashears; Mary Ann Herd; 

Donnie Herd; Mary Jo Hackett; Brenda Boyd; Linda & Blythe Myers; 

Mikel & Janice Hicks; Josephine Fitts; Brenda Fitts; Jerry & Mary 

Phillips; Hudson Anderson; Tom & Sherry Culver; Patricia Brooks; 

Dayton Jamison; Todd Smith; John Jones; and Brenda Forrest.  Please let 

Kristi know if there is anyone that needs to be added or removed from 

this list. 

NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING/ SHUT-INS: Lonetta Bains 

(Pavilion – Lebanon); Pat Paysinger (Shut-in); Bobby King (Quality – 

Lebanon); Dimple Hicks (local); Linda Myers (Quality – Lebanon).  

MILITARY: Korrey King – USMC (Grandson of Bobby & Lola King); 

Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s granddaughter (Army); Benjamin Gentry 

(USMC).  

“No one is holy like the LORD, For there is 
none besides You, Nor is there any rock like 

our God.” I Samuel 2:2 

EVENTS CALENDAR: SCHR Devo: First Sundays of Feb, May, Aug, 

and Nov. Gospel Meeting at the Rome church of Christ August 1-3 with 

speaker Robby Eversole. Friday & Saturday at 7:30PM, Sun. at 9AM, 

10AM, & 7:30PM. Men’s Seminar at East Main church of Christ in 

Murfreesboro will be August 2. Please let Jeremy Hassler know if you plan 

to attend so he can send an RSVP. Polishing the Pulpit will be in 

Sevierville, TN August 15-21. Run4Don will be September 13 in 

Gainesboro. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

  Closer Than It Has Ever Been    
   

In Paul’s letter to Rome, he uses an interesting phrase. He said, “Besides this you 

know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 

is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is 

at hand” (Rom. 13:11-12). Contextually, he may have not been talking about their 

salvation when they became Christians, nor salvation when Jesus returns. This 

was a salvation that was at hand when he penned these words. It was one they 

knew was at hand because the hour had come and that day was at hand. This 

article is not to fully discuss this concept, but to encourage us to look to see what 

we can know about things at hand in our lives. These things that are “…nearer to 

us now than when we first believed.” 
 

The end of this world is closer than it ever has been. There will be the day when 

this earth will come under the judgment of the fire from heaven. In the first 

century, there were those who questioned if this would ever happen and Peter 

reminded them of how long God waited while Noah preached and prepared the 

ark. He told them then, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, 

in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise and the elements will melt 

with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up” (2 

Pet. 3:10). He will come as an unannounced thief, but He will come! Every day 

we live brings us one day nearer the day when this earth will be destroyed (by 

God). 
 

The end of our life on this earth is closer than it has ever been. The fact that as we 

age our bodies begin to wear down should be a constant reminder that death 

awaits us. Jesus told about that rich farmer whose life’s philosophy was to eat, 

drink and to enjoy his daily life to the fullest because he thought his future was 

guaranteed for many years. God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul will be 

required of you” (Luke 12:20). We should never be so foolish that we forget that 

or death is nearer today. 
 

The end of time we have to repent, to get our lives straightened out, is closer than 

it has ever been. Jesus described a false prophetess in the church at Thyatira who 

had many followers. He said, “I gave her time to repent” (Rev. 2:21). God could 

have brought the flood, but He waited. He could have brought judgment on this 

false prophetess, but He waited. He is waiting for you to repent, but the time will 

certainly come when He stops waiting for you. The day of your opportunity to 

repent is closer now than it has ever been, but the day is coming when it will be 

too late to change. 
 

We do not know what this day or tomorrow will bring to us, but we must never 

forget that each day we are one day closer to heaven or hell. Which day is closer 

for you? 

Dan Jenkins 


