
 EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE 

Date:          AM          Bible Study       PM        Cont.           Wed        DBR            

Dec. 9          132  110         63           $4022             92            29 

Dec. 16          143  107         87             N/A              85            31                     

Goals:          200                 160        135         $4897           130       100% 

* Denotes goals reached.   Mid-week stats are for December 5 &12, 2018          

IN HIM 

          Ephesians is a book every Christian should lay up in his 

heart. It is about the tremendous privilege we have as Christians. 

It is about the great blessings we enjoy as a result of being 

Christians. It is about the huge challenges we face because we are 

Christians. And it is about the eager anticipation we enjoy because 

we are Christians. In Ephesians Paul uses the phrase “in Him” to 

describe what it means to be a Christian. And he will identify the 

“him” by speaking of being “in Christ” twelve times. 

          In Him we have redemption through His blood (1:7). In 

Him we have forgiveness (1:7). In Him we are recipients of the 

abundant grace of God (1:7, 8). In Him we have an inheritance 

(1:11). Remember how Peter described this inheritance in 1 Peter 

1:4-9. And so we, like them, “trusted in Him” after we heard the 

word of truth and in Him we were sealed with the Holy Spirit 

(1:13). And now because we are in Him we “have boldness and 

access (to God) with confidence because of our faith in Him 

(3:12; Romans 5:1-11). 

          As a Christian you are “in Him” and that is where every 

spiritual blessing is located (1:3). If this does not get you excited 

and make you want to study God’s word more I do not know what 

will. -Alton Norman, Owingsville (KY) church of Christ. Posted by Bulletin Digest, July 

23, 2016- 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good        

  works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) 

 
                           MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

Elders:      711 N. Main Street                Deacons:  

Michael Hackett                                  P.O. Box 88                                   Josh Brown 

(615- 897-2313)                            Carthage, TN. 37030                            (931-319-9994) 

Johnny Law                       (615) 735-0114                            Barry Cook 

(615-735-1240)               (615-735-3194) 

Jerry Phillips                 Steve Harper  

(615-735-0326)       Email: carthagecoc@dtccom.net                    (615-735-2651) 

R.W. Vincent               Jeremy Hassler 

(615-735-0361)                                  (931-335-1884) 

         SCHEDULE OF  SERVICES:           Chris Hicks 

Evangelist:                                    Sunday Worship            (615-418-6472) 

Edward LAnderson                         9:00 A.M.                                          Jerry Hicks              

(615-735-2462)                         6:00 P.M.                                         (615-418-6637) 

                12:30 P.M. (5th Sunday)                           Joe Reeves 

Youth Minister:                                Bible Study                                      (615-735-1131) 

Justin Mauldin  Sunday Morning                                   Dusty Whitaker 

(931-319-6548)                      10:15 A.M.             (615-281-8140)                            

                                                  Wednesday Evening                             Jeff Whited 

Secretary:                          7:00 P.M.                                         (615-449-3204)  

Elaine Wright                                                                                                 

(6150735-0114)          For Transportation to Services                       

                      615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637                       

 

                                               Fax Number: (615) 735-0131 

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net 

Sunday Services broadcast on YouTube 

                                   

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.             

(615-735-0114 or  615-735-2462)     

 
“VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME” 

 

WHAT KIND OF CHRISTMAS?  
 

Christmas means different things to different folks. To some, 

it is a celebration of Jesus’ birthday, although in all 

likelihood Jesus was not born in the winter. Shepherds 

would not be watching their flocks in the fields at night at 

this time of year. December 25, in fact, was instead the date 

celebrated in the heathen world as the birth of the Sun God. 

To others, it is simply a time of good will and family 

togetherness.  Others, myself included, see Christmas not as 

a holy day instituted by God, but nevertheless as a national 

holiday in which we can rejoice as the world is reminded of 

the coming of the Savior into the world. It is never an evil 

thing to be reminded of our Savior. 

 

Sadly, still others would rid the day of all religious 

connotation, lumping it together with New Years as a part of 

a secular Winter Holiday. Some stores, while still raking in 

the money from the occasion, even instruct their clerks not 

to say, Merry Christmas, but instead, Happy Holidays. 

Secularists, supported by such as the ACLU, would allow 

children in public (governmental) schools to be restricted to 

singing about Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer or Santa 

Claus is Coming to Town, while forbidding O Little Town 

of Bethlehem. Sad! Sad! 

 

By the way, what kind of Christmas are you having this 

year? 

 

(Someone once wrote something like, Though Christ a 

thousand times in Bethlehem be born, it availeth thee not 

except He be born in thee. He came to be received as our 

Redeemer. Have you accepted him as Savior and Lord of 

your life? Have you believed the Gospel, repented of sins, 

confessed your faith and been baptized in His name in 

acceptance of salvation? [Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 10:32: 

Acts 2:38]) 
 

-Ron Bartanen, preaches for the Arthur (IL) church of Christ- 

Via BulletinGold December 2008  

 

mailto:carthagecoc@dtccom.net
http://www.carthagechurchofchrist./


FROM THE PREACHER’S HEART: 

 
 WELCOME, VISITORS!  We are so honored by your 

presence.  Our desire is to worship the one true God in spirit and  

truth (John 4:24).  Study God’s inspired Scriptures with us (2 Tim. 

2:15).  As the Lord through Isaiah said, “Come, let us reason 

together” (Acts 17:11; Isaiah 1:18).  If you wish to study the Bible 

via a Bible Correspondence Course or home Bible study, please 

request either on the available attendance cards. 

 Thanks all who attend, serve, teach, volunteer, and do acts 

of good will. Those who attend worship services faithfully are 

blessed in ways which will only be fully appreciated when Jesus 

comes again.  Worship here and now is but a preparatory time for 

eternal worship in heaven.  Let’s prepare ourselves now for then!   

 It’s not too early to make a resolution to attend every 

service in the coming year.  Yes, there may unforeseen setbacks in 

the form of sickness or other things beyond your control, but it is 

good to have a goal.  Getting involved and staying involved in the 

Lord’s work is good medicine.  It will give us a brighter outlook, 

lift our spirits, and provide a good example for others. 

 The elders and deacons have been preparing the budget 

for the coming year.  They will be presenting it around the first of 

the New Year.  Let us accept the challenge and see the 

opportunities to be a blessing in the Lord’s service. 

 Everyone is reminded that this month has a fifth Sunday 

which means our schedule is altered to include a fellowship meal 

following the morning services with our P.M. service being 

moved to 12:30.  Justin Mauldin will preach on Sunday morning 

and Seth Hackett at the 12:30 service with other young men 

reading scripture, leading singing, prayers, etc.  Plan to attend all 

services, bring some food, and let’s enjoy this time together.   

 Barbara and I wish for each and every one of you a very 

special and happy holiday season.  We have been abundantly 

blessed throughout the years by our association with the church.  

We have so many wonderful memories which become particularly 

fond this time of the year.  Many of God’s faithful who have 

passed on to their reward are remembered with joy and 

thanksgiving.  Thanks to all for your love, encouragement, and 

good will.  May God bless every member and every reader of this 

bulletin.     

 We are delighted to have you as a part of our mid-week 

service.  Plan to be with us next Wednesday!  Bring your Bible!  

Hope to see everyone Sunday morning a little before 9:00 A.M.!  

             Edward L. Anderson 

NEWS & NOTES: 
 
SICK:  Brittany Hackett was to see her surgeon Tuesday to 

schedule thyroid surgery.  Peggy Faustina is recuperating from 

stomach surgery and a bout with pneumonia.  Faye Maberry was 

taken to the local ER and then to Vanderbilt last week and is to 

see a specialist tomorrow (Thursday).  Mary Cross has been ill the 

past couple of weeks.  Jennifer Hackett Wright, niece to Debbie 

Felure and Sandy Harris, was to undergo a thyroid biopsy this 

week. Scott Cook is rehabbing following double partial knee 

replacement.  James Thomas Fisher, Ruby’s grandson, was 

injured during military service and will be at home for a few 

weeks during rehab. Jerry Driver, Amanda Hicks’ dad, has 

infection in the knee replacement of a few weeks ago.  Bridget 

Austin is back with us and doing well after recent surgery.  Scotty 

Yeaman is being treated for atrial fibrillation to prepare for a 

procedure in a few weeks.  Gaye has had a cold.  Randy 

Wakefield, brother to Jan Silcox, is doing well following a recent 

stroke.  Opal Agee and Lovell Chaffin (both in Concordia) are not 

doing as well. Janice Anderson has undergone recent cataract 

surgeries. Continue to remember Susie Luster, Eric Haynie’s 

sister, in prayer.  W. A. Gibbs’ dialysis sessions continue 

(Monday/Wednesday/Friday).  Joe Hensley continues to deal with 

Parkinson and other issues.  Since our last issue Jonah Mauldin, 

John Dallas Hassler, and Sandy Harris have also been ill.  

 
PRAYER LIST:  Our prayers have been requested for the 

following: Randy Wakefield,  Horace Jones; Debbie Fulton; Louie 

Gray West;  O’Neal Huffines; Taylor and Spencer Keaton; 

Paulette Blackburn, Emily Allen; Judy Jones; Dycus Carter; Will 

Gregory; Rick Blankenship; Gene Sykes; Debbie Flatt; Ken 

Miller; Lynn Vaden; Tom Brown; Alicia Haynes; Faye McKay; 

Jimmy Merryman; Doug Bain; Joey Black; Joe Kemp; Susanne 

Tisdale; Tim Smith; Pattie Birdwell; Jere Andrews; Mark and 

Mary Ellen Lawrence; Faye Massey; Ray Hobbs; Wes Stafford; 

Charles White; Mike Sircy; Paul Meacham, Jr.; Sawyer Cole; 

Patsy Link; Richard Rhoten; Buddy & Jan Chaffin; Tim Loftis; 

Jimmy Bean; Troy Spivey; Janice Anderson; Earl Carter; Leslie 

Alford; Sherry Pritchett; Jennie Burnett; Arnold Rich; and Steve 

Dowell. 
 

NURSING HOME/ASSISTED/LIVING/SHUT-INS: Opal 

Agee; Lovell Chaffin; Wilma Richardson (Concordia); Loneta 

Bains (Pavilion); Hattie Branham; Pat Paysinger.  
 

IN THE MILITARY: James Thomas Fisher, grandson of Ruby 

Fisher (Army);  Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s grand-daughter 

(Army); Randy Carter’s sons and Lacey Crockett’s brothers, 

Derek (Army) & Landon Carter (Coast Guard); Benjamin Gentry 

(Marines); Camron Huff (Marines). 

 

SYMPATHY:  Our deepest sympathy is extended to the family 

of Cathy Stafford who passed away Sunday (12/09).  A memorial 

service will be here Thursday evening at 6:00 P.M. with visitation 

to begin at 4:30; to the Chris and Amanda Hicks family in the 

death of Amanda’s grandmother, Mrs. Rozelle Driver who passed 

away 12/15/2018; to the family of Joyce Comstock (known by 

several members here) in her recent passing. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS:  We congratulate Dalisa White on her 

recent graduation from Trevecca University with a degree in 

Communication.  Wish her well in her future endeavors. 

 

WANT TO SEE THE LIGHTS?  Those who wish to see the 

Christmas lights at Lebanon’s Fairgrounds will car/van pool and 

leave the parking lot at 5:00 P.M. tomorrow and will eat at 

Chickfila afterward. 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE GET-TOGETHER:  December 31 in the 

Annex from 8:00 – 12:00.  This is for everyone.  See Justin for 

more information. 

 

NEED A RIDE:  Barry Cook volunteered to drive the van and 

pick up those who might need a ride to Wednesday evening’s 

service.  If you need a ride, please contact him.  Thanks, Barry! 

 

THANK YOU:  “I wish to thank everyone from the bottom of my 

heart, who has assisted me in getting to and from dialysis 

treatments and church services.  I am presently using public 

medical transport service for my trips to dialysis.  In addition, I 

deeply appreciate the food, visits, and prayers over the past 

several weeks.  May God bless each and every one.  In Christian 

love,” s/W. A. Gibbs. 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST:  The annual Men’s Breakfast has been 

scheduled for Saturday, January 19, at 8:00 A.M.  This is for all 

our men – young and old.  Invite a friend, too! 

 

AREA EVENTS:  Herren’s Chapel church of Christ (Baxter), 

will host a New Year’s Eve Singing (December 31), 7:00 P.M. 


