EXPRESSIONS OF L OVE
Date:. ~~  AM  BibleStudy PM  Cont. ~ Wed DBR
Feb.16 105 88 56  $4422 @ 48 30
Feb. 2 151 106 82 $4884* 89 39
Goals: 165 125 100 $4740 100 45
* Denotes goals reached. Mid-week stats for Feb. 12 and 19, 2020
GOD’S MINORITIES

During the time NOAH was building an ark, he was very much in the
minority — but he won in the end.

When JOSEPH was sold into Egypt by his brothers, he was a decided
minority — but he won in the end.

When GIDEON and his 300 followers, with their broken pitchers and
lamps, put the Midianites to flight, they were an insignificant minority —
but they won in the end.

When DAVID, ridiculed by his brothers, went out to meet Goliath, in
size he was a conspicuous minority — but he won in the end.

When ELIJAH prayed down fire from heaven and put the prophets of
Baal to shame, he was a notable minority — but he won in the end.

What about you, my friend? Are you in the minority, standing for
Christ, or are you on the other side? Why not stand where the faithful
have always stood — in God’s minority. You will win in the end if you do
S0.

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way
that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because
narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there
are few who find it” Matt. 7:13-14. (via Bulletin Digest, 1/23/2017)
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. ”(Matthew 5:16)
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“TEN-CHUN!”

“Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine” (1 Timothy 4:13).

Having never served in the armed forces my knowledge of
military life is limited to conversations with those who have;
histories read; documentaries and movies viewed; and Gomer Pyle
reruns! The call for troops to come to attention was always
impressive. It always sounded more like “Ten-chun!”, but it got
the job done. Of course, Gomer always messed it up, much to
Sergeant Carter’s chagrin.

A far greater than Sergeant Carter calls us to attention.
Paul reminded Timothy, “You therefore must endure hardship as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare
entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please
him who enlisted him as a soldier” (2 Timothy 2:3-4, emphasis
added). Paul describes the Christian soldier’s necessary armor
(Eph. 6:10ff). He refers to Epaphroditus and Archippus as “fellow
soldiers” (Phil. 2:25; Philemon 2). All soldiers of Christ should
give attention to three things.

1. ASSEMBLY. Being absent or even late for assembly
in the military is not wise! Assembling with the saints of God is
of much greater significance (Heb. 10:25). It must be a priority
because it is a time for worshipping God (John 4:23-24), and a
time for preparation for service in the fields (John 4:35). “But,
preacher, do I HAVE to go?” No, siree!! The Good Shepherd
calls, leads, and pleads (Matt. 11:28-30; Psalm 23:2-3). He
doesn’t drive! But why would you not WANT to assemble? (See
Matt. 20:25-28; John 3:16; Rom. 5:8-9)

2. ATTITUDES. Many soldiers undergo an “Attitude
Adjustment”. A WW I veteran told of those who, during basic
training, complained about digging a foxhole. But when the live
ammo began flying on the battlefield, they dug desperately and
without complaint! The Christian soldier’s attitudes are
beautifully described at the outset of the Sermon on the Mount
(Matt. 5:1-12). Please read slowly, prayerfully, and thoughtfully.

3. ACTIONS. Attitudes determine actions and actions
determine influence and destination. Jesus calls us to be “salt”
and “light” that others might be brought to God (Matt. 5:13-16).
We are to put away the ways of the world and the works of the
flesh (Gal. 5:19-21; 1 John 2:15-17). We are to bring forth the
fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22-26).

May we all come to “TEN-CHUN!”

Edward L Anderson
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FROM THE PREACHER’S HEART:

WELCOME, VISITORS! We are honored by your
presence. We seek to worship the one true God in spirit and truth
(John 4:24). Study God’s inspired Scriptures with us (2 Tim.
2:15). “Come, let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18; Acts 17:11). If
you desire a Bible Correspondence Course or home Bible study,
please request either on the card in the Visitor’s Packet.

A “TIMELY” REMINDER: Daylight Saving Time
returns March 8. So “Spring Forward” and don’t be late! All
service times will remain the same.

Attendance bounced back this past Lord’s Day — only four
(4) below our goal. It was so good to see several who have been
sick back with us, as well as a couple of families who had been out
of town. We are thankful they had safe journeys/cruises.

Contributions averaged $4726 for February, just below
our budget of $4740. God blesses us in so many ways and far
beyond our basic needs. The sensible and logical thing to do is to
give as God prospers us (1 Cor. 16:2). When we have truly given
ourselves to the Lord (2 Cor. 8:5), such will surely be the case (2
Cor. 9:7).

More than twenty of our folks attended the recent
(February 16), Youth Unite at Center Grove. We are to host this
area-wide event April 19 at 5:00 P.M. Let’s plan, pray, and
prepare for it and be here to welcome our guests!

The next session of the men’s “Training for Service”
series will be this Sunday at 4:30 P.M. Brethren, let’s get
serious about growing in our service to the Lord. Whatever
your age, please come and participate in these sessions.
Fathers, bring your sons with you. While the focus is
leadership in worship, practical points will also be made
about involvement in other areas of the Lord’s work.

If you are on your way to work between 6:30 — 8:00
A.M. tomorrow (Thursday), stop by the annex for some
coffee/donuts/pastries. Invite a friend.

Don’t forget “The Ark Encounter”, May 29-30. A
sign-up sheet is posted for those interested. If you have
questions or need more information, contact Justin Mauldin.

Are you looking forward to the week-end? | hope
your Saturday is great and your Sunday is even grander.
Please remember it is the first day of a new week - “the
Lord’s Day”! I hope we will all be together to worship Him!

Edward L. Anderson

NEWS & NOTES:

RESPONSES: This past Sunday (2/23), Dalisa White (AM), and
Mary Cross (PM), came to request prayers for forgiveness and
strength. May God richly bless you!

SICK: Gaye Yeaman remains in Cookeville Regional but is out
of ICU. Little Julie Morris’ recent tests turned out well. Jerry
Hicks is undergoing more tests to assess damage to a dislocated
shoulder. Mark Lawrence (Gordonsville) is not as well. Katie
Bennett suffered a recent injury requiring stitches in her hand.
Benton Bartley, Alexis’ grandfather, underwent recent spinal
surgery. Those who have been ill include: Jessa Klamm; Joey
Dillard; Alex and Candace Richmond; Susan Law; Hale Wright;
Julie Wright; Mary Phillips; Barry Cook; Justin Mauldin; Tony
Hackett; and Bobby and Mary Cross. Janice Anderson was
expected to be discharged from SCHR and return home this week.
Eric Haynie has been quite ill. Faye Maberry was unable to be
with us Sunday. Prayers have been requested for Michael Parsons
(friend of Dennis and Darlene Hackett), injured in an electrical
accident.

PRAYER LIST: Laurie Adcock; Wendy Williams; Mai_Doris
Barrett; Roslyn Fox Stout; Wanda Hailey; Denise Griffin; Susan
Bains Reeder; James Hix; Rylee Winfree; Josh Dillard; Gary
Dillard; Rebecca Huffines Thompson; Tommy & Linda Ashburn;
Cathy Findley; Sherry Pritchett; Jerry Hutchins; Danny Claire;
Edna Shoulders; Bill Ross; Scott Bane; Wanda Hailey, Patsy Link;
Tyrone Poynter; Mark Manning; Emily Moss and children; Jacky
King, Lucas Wakefield; Linda Dennis; Gary Anderson; Brad
Wilson; Jack Gallaher; Shirley Henry; Roy Hicks; Ricky
Btanham aob&DQnmelajAmue JDJlD_QQDLiIII LeMLHalubuLth
Glenn; Bentley Cowan; David Lipe; Louie Gray West; Taylor &
Spﬂncﬂr_lﬁeamn; EauleIIe_Blanhum, EﬂliJ;LA]JB_D; iudy_EQx
L;mnALadan IQm_BLomm Allﬁ_la_Hayllei, Ea;LLMgKay iogy
Black; Joe Kemp; Susanne Tisdale; Tim Smith; Pattie Birdwell;
Mark & Mary Ellen | awrence; Donna Kemp; Ray Hobbs; Wes
Stafford; Sawyer Cole; Patsy Link; Richard Rhoten; Buddy & Jan
Chaffin; Troy Spivey; Janice Anderson; Earl Carter; Jennie
Burnett; Arnold Rich; and Steve Dowell.

NURSING HOME/ASSISTED/LIVING/SHUT-INS: Lovell
Chaffin; Wilma Richardson; Judith Newberry; Mary Lou Smith
Frances Glosser; Ricky Branham (SCH&R); Loneta Bains
(Pavilion); Harace Jones (NHC, Cookeville); Hattie Branham and
Pat Paysinger (Shut-ins).

IN THE MILITARY: Jana Watson, Ann_Carter’s grand-
daughter (Army); Randy Carter’s sons and Lacey Crockett’s
brothers, Derek (Army) & Landon Carter (Coast Guard);
Benjamin_Gentry (Marines); Camron Huff (Marines); Derek
Brothers (Army National Guard — now in the Middle East), Ruby
Fisher’s grandson-in-law.

MARCH BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY LIST: Peyton Bray
(10); Noah Brown (16); Rebecca Brown, Emmy Vincent (18);
Ruby Fisher (19); Michael Hackett (20); Aydan Law (21); Nick
Morris (31). Johnny & Susan Law (3/12/1983); Richard & Brenda
Bowman (3/20/1965).

SYMPATHY: Our deepest sympathy to all the family of Louise

Upchurch Dudney (age 100), a former and longtime member here,
who passed away January 31.

EVENTS CALENDAR: Smith County Health Care/Rehab
Center Devotional: First Sundays of February, May, August,
November, 2:00 PM; Pavilion Devotional: Each Fifth Sunday,
2:00 PM; Youth Unite: April 19; Fish Fry: April 25; Vacation
Bible School: June 8-12; Jackson Smith County Youth Camp:
July 19-25; Annual Singing: Friday, August 7, 7:00 PM; Bible
Bowl: September 12; Run for Don: September 19; Retreat:
October 9-11.

AREA EVENTS: Ladies’ Day 2020: Crossville church of Christ,
March 21, with Celine Sparks, 9:00-Noon; Polishing the Pulpit:
August 12-20, 2020.

COFFEE & DONUTS: Each 2nd and 4th Thursday; 6:30-8:00
A.M. in annex. All are invited; See Allen White for more info.

VISITATION: If you are not currently involved in the Visitation
Program, please get involved! It will do your heart good and bring
cheer and encouragement to others. See Josh Brown.

TEACHERS’ REMINDER: The Spring Quarter begins this
Sunday. Pick up material and supplies if you have not already
done so. Thank you for your service and God bless your labor.

WHAT IS LIFE? The world’s oldest living male, Chitetsu
Watanabe, of Japan recently died at 112. He was so recognized by
Guinness less than two weeks before he died. A long life? Yes,
but only a “vapor” when compared to eternity! It’s not a matter of]
how long you live, but what you do while you live (Eccl. 12:13).
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