EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE

Date: AM Bible Study PM Cont. Wed DBR
Jan. 5 135 102 82 $7990* 95 30
Jan. 12 142 117 90 $4680 79 44
Goals: 155 125 100 $4740 100 45

* Denotes goals reached. Mid-week stats are for Jan. 1 and 8, 2020

Display Light By Not Joining Those in Darkness

In Ephesians 5:7-10 Paul reminds us that we are “in Christ”
and that our lives must reflect that identity. He warns that we must
“Display Our Lives By Not Joining Those in Darkness.” Paul has
warned the Ephesian Christians, and us, that if we live like the
ones who revel in the “works of the flesh” instead of living a life
permeated by “the works of the Spirit” we will share in the
punishment of the ones who rebel against God.

Ephesians 5:7 reads as follows, Therefore, do not be partakers
with them.” We are to be the salt of the earth. Remember, we are
to live in the world, but not of the world (1 John 2:15-17). The
folks in the world must be able to see the love of Christ in us.
They must know by our lives that we love them, while not loving
their sin. It is not easy to separate the sin and the sinner, but we
must always ask the Lord to help us attain that and live in the
Spirit as we seek the lost and strengthen the saved.

(By Larry Miles, Louisville, KY, publisher of “Larry’s Lines”; via BulletinGold
January 2020)
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. ”(Matthew 5:16)

Elders:

Michael Hackett
(615- 897-2313)
Johnny Law
(615-735-1240)
Jerry Phillips
(615-735-0326)
R.W. Vincent
(615-735-0361)
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Secretary:
Elaine Wright
(615-735-0114)
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Steve Harper
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Chris Hicks
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:
Sunday Worship

9:00 A.M. Jerry Hicks

6:00 P.M. (615-418-6637)
12:30 P.M. (5'" Sunday) Joe Reeves

Bible Study (615-735-1131)

Sunday Morning Dusty Whitaker
10:15 A.M. (615-281-8140)
Wednesday Evening
7:00 P.M.

For Transportation to Services
615-735-0114 or 615-418-6637

Fax Number: (615) 735-0131

Website: www.carthagechurchofchrist.net
Sunday Services broadcast on YouTube

FREE Bible Correspondence Courses, Tracts or Home Bible Study/ Videos.

(615-735-0114 or 615-735-2462)

“VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME”

LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS

According to Joseph Stowell, “The Greeks had a race in their
Olympic games that was unique. The winner was not the
runner who finished first. It was the runner who finished
with his torch still 1it” (Fan the Flame, 32). Such an
accomplishment would require more time, greater tact, and
different talent. This runner would have to have endurance.
Christians also are running a race of endurance (Hebrews
12:1-2).

Paul tells us via his letter to the Corinthian church that love
“endures all things” (1 Corinthians 13:7). The word Paul
used to speak of the endurance of godly love is the same
word used to describe Jesus’ endurance on the cross
(Hebrews 12:2) and the Christian’s endurance in the faithful
race (Hebrews 12:1). Therefore, we may conclude that a
person who loves like Christ (which is the love of which we
speak) can endure like Christ. No matter the persecution, the
tribulation, the temptation, or the situation, we can endure it
if we have this kind of love. When the one you thought was
a friend does something unfriendly, endure. When the love
of your life ruins your night, endure. When your coworkers
don’t work and rather complain, endure. When the nation
crashes down town by town, endure. When your faith brings
strife and even requires your life, endure. That’s love. I will
conclude with the words shared by a friend:

Pressed out of measure and pressed to all length.
Pressed so intensely it seems beyond strength.
Pressed in the body and pressed in the soul.
Pressed in the mind until the dark surges roll.
Pressed by foes and pressed by friends.
Pressure upon pressure till life nearly ends.
Pressed into loving the staff and the rod.
Pressed into knowing no helper but God.
Pressed into liberty where nothing clings.
Pressed into faith for impossible things.
Pressed into living a life in the Lord.

Pressed until a Christ-like life is outpoured.

(Clifton Angel, via BulletinGold Extra)
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FROM THE PREACHER’S HEART:

WELCOME, VISITORS! We are honored by your
presence. We seek to worship the one true God in spirit and truth
(John 4:24). Study God’s inspired Scriptures with us (2 Tim.
2:15). “Come, let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18; Acts 17:11). If
you desire a Bible Correspondence Course or home Bible study,
please request either on the card in the Visitor’s Packet.

We were blessed with a wonder day Sunday. Visitors
came to be with us and some who had been away due to illness
were able to be back with us.

Attendance was up Sunday from the previous week for all
assemblies — A.M worship, Bible study, and P.M. worship. To
God be the glory! We also had an upsurge in daily Bible reader
participation. Great! We were only one short of our goal. Will
you be the one to help us to reach it this week?!

One precious soul (Lelani Faustina), responded Sunday
evening desiring prayers for forgiveness and strength that she
might live and serve more faithfully. Your outpouring of love and
encouragement was wonderful. May God richly bless you, Lelani!

The men’s “Training for Service” sessions began in a
fine fashion on January 5. Our second session is planned for
this Sunday (19"). The class convenes at 4:30 P.M. in the
Young Adult/Teenage classroom. The class is devoted to a
study of leadership in worship as well as involvement in
other areas of the Lord’s work. All men - young, middle-
aged, seniors — are encouraged to participate.

The Men’s Breakfast will be this Saturday at 8:00
AM. Quite a menu is being planned! Contact R. W.
Vincent if you wish to help supply an item. The good food
and fellowship are always enjoyable. Plan to be with us and
invite a friend.

Let’s all assist with food items for Potter Children’s
Home. Many already have. The list of needed items is in
the third column. We have many such opportunities to fulfill
the Lord’s will (See Gal. 6:10).

| appreciate all of your inquiries, prayers, and
encouragement concerning my upcoming surgery (knee
scope), this Friday. | hope to be able to preach on Sunday,
but if not, Justin will be prepared just in case.

I hope to see everyone Sunday morning. Bring your
Bible and invite a friend!

Edward L. Anderson

NEWS & NOTES:

RESPONSE: Lelani Faustina responded to the invitation Sunday
evening requesting prayer for forgiveness and strength. May God
bless.

SICK: Janice Anderson is in Riverview Regional (ICU),
following knee surgery. Josh Dillard, Joey’s brother, is now at
home. Gaye Yeaman had a recent biopsy. Hattie Branham has
not been feeling as well. Mary Jo Hackett is improving. Mary
Cross has an injured ankle. Regina Rowland requests prayers for a
great-niece, Rylee Winfree, infant daughter of Ryan and Lindsey,
who underwent surgery for a feeding tube. Shirley Sadler is now
at home following a hospital stay. Tim Owens (Rome), is doing
better. Faye Maberry was with us for all services Sunday. Barry
Cook and Edward Anderson are dealing with knee issues. It was
nice to have W. A Gibbs and daughter Sherrie with us Sunday.
Remember Susan Bains Reeder (Rome), granddaughter of Loneta
Bains in prayer. James Hix, friend of Carol Woodard, is in
Vanderbilt. Prayers have also been requested for Royce Odom
and twin sister Lois Holcomb (cancer). Rebecca Huffines
Thompson had shoulder surgery last Monday (1/06).

PRAYER LIST: Josh Dillard; Rebecca Huffines Thompson;
Tommy and Linda Ashburn; Cathy Findley; Sherry Pritchett; Jerry
Hutchins; Danny Claire; Edna Shoulders; Bill Ross; Scott Bane;
Wanda Hailey, Patsy Link; Tyrone Poynter; Mark Manning;
Emily Moss and children; Jacky King, Lucas Wakefield; Linda
Dennis; Gary Anderson; Brad Wilson; Jack Gallaher; Ren Coker;
Shirley Henry; Roy Hicks; Ricky Branham; Bob & Donnieta
White; John Conditt; Levi Halliburton; Mike Ruis; Duane Hesson;
Billy Woodard; Tammy Bush; Jerry Glenn; Bentley Cowan;
David Lipe; Louie Gray West; Taylor & Spencer Keaton; Paulette
Blackburn, Emily Allen; Judy Fox Jones; Will Gregory; Rick
Blankenship; Debby Flatt; Ken Miller; Lynn Vaden; Tom Brown;
Alicia Haynes: Faye McKay; Joey Black; Joe Kemp; Susanne
Tisdale; Tim Smith; Pattie Birdwell, Mark & Mary Ellen
Lawrence; Donna Kemp; Ray Hobbs; Wes Stafford; Sawyer Colg;
Patsy Link; Richard Rhoten; Buddy & Jan Chaffin; Troy Spivey;
Janice Anderson; Earl Carter; Jennie Burnett; Arnold Rich; and
Steve Dowell.

NURSING HOME/ASSISTED/LIVING/SHUT-INS: Lovell
Chaffin; Wilma Richardson; Judith Newberry; Mary Lou Smith
Frances Glosser; Ricky Branham (SCH&R); Loneta Bains
(Pavilion); Horace Jones (NHC, Cookeville); Hattie Branham and

Pat Paysinger (Shut-ins).

IN THE MILITARY: Jana Watson, Ann Carter’s grand-
daughter (Army); Randy Carter’s sons and Lacey Crockett’s
brothers, Derek (Army) & Landon Carter (Coast Guard);
Benjamin Gentry (Marines); Camron Huff (Marines); Derek
Brothers (Army National Guard — now in the Middle East), Ruby
Fisher’s grandson-in-law.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY LIST: Peggy
Denton, Allen White (5); Amanda Hicks, Kim Bray (7); Steve
Harper (8); Bobby King (11); Haven Brown (15); Linda Cook,
Ainsley Washer (19); Caleb Harville, Cason Chael Maberry (22);
Wilma Richardson (23); Alex & Candace Richmond (2/19/1974).

SYMPATHY: Sympathy is extended to the following families:
Glenda Williams family (Friend of Julie Wright), in the loss of her
father, Glen Murphy; Robert and Katie Way Woodard in the
passing of Katie’s grandfather, Jim Way; funeral Thursday in
Gainesboro; Brian and Lorene McCaleb in the loss of their two-
month old son, Jack; Gene Elkins family of Gainesboro (well-
known by some here); the family of Sue Washer (cousin of
Barbara Anderson), who passed away this past Monday.

THANK YOU NOTES: “Thank you” from Buddy & Jan Chaffin,
Opal Fields, and Faye McKay for the Christmas cards.

FOOD FOR POTTER’S: The Potter Children’s Home
truck will be in this area the week of January 26. Needed
pantry items include White Chocolate Chips; Fruit Loops
Cereal; Sweet Pickle Relish; Pancake Mix; and Beef Ravioli.
Families can also donate $15.00 for perishable items (make
checks to Potter’s Children Home).

CONGREGATIONAL CALENDAR: Smith County Health
Care/Rehab Center Devotionals: First Sundays of February, May,
August, November, 2:00 PM; Pavilion Devotionals: Each Fifth
Sunday, 2:00 PM; Men’s Breakfast. Saturday, January 18, 2020,
8:00 AM; Fish Fry: Date not set; Youth Unite: April 19;
Vacation Bible School: June 8-12; Jackson Smith County Youth
Camp: July 19-25; Annual Singing: Friday, August 7, 7:00 PM;
Bible Bowl: September 12; Retreat: October 9-11.

AREA EVENTS: Young Men’s Seminar, East Main
(Murfreesboro), February 1, with Andy Connelly (see posted
flyer). Polishing the Pulpit: August 12-20, 2020.

iPod? iPad? Try iPray... God is listening!
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